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the term is generally understood. She is a fully 


modeled ship, nearly four hundred feet in length, | 


of more capacity of resistance, of better sailing 
power, and in every way better calculated for 
offensive or defensive warfare, than the much 


vaunted Warrior of Great Britain or the Gloire of | 


France. Why, then, should not this commission 


| the appointme nt of a commission to 


inve stigate 


Al bill 


this w hole subject of the Stevens battery. 


for that purpose has passed both Houses, and | 


| been signed by the President, and is now a law. 


be authorized to examine these ships which are | 


partly finished, and say W hether they shall be || our ac tion, and concur with the Senate, as a com- 


completed or not, instead of making new contracts 
fur new ships? 
Mr. OLIN. 
He says that Iam mistaken in reference to the 
progress of the work on this Stevens battery. 
Possibly the gentleman may have sources of in- 


formation thet have not come under my observa- | 


tions. My information in reference to the matter 
was derived from Mr. Stevens, the brother of the 
originator of this project, in his report to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, and the paper may be found 
ov file in the Department. 
tleman knows more about it than Stevens himself. 
My colleague makes this further observation, 
that it is ve ry possible the Government may be 
defrauded if it undertakes to contract for the build- 


3ut perhaps the gen- | 


I submit to the House whether there is any pro- | 
priety in our appointing another commission to | 


accomplish the same object. It strikes me that 
it is eminently proper that we should recede from 


| mission has already been appointed to examine 


A word in reply to my colleague. || 


this whole subject. 


Mr. DIVEN. As I understand it, 


| amendment now under consideration, if these sei- 


| a commission to examine this battery and report | 


| the Navy Department under it until the next ses- | 


ing of new ships. Very well; itis possible itmay; | 


but it certainly would not be very wise to attempt | 


to enter into contracts with men by whom the 
Government has already been defrauded. We 
had better try the experiment somewhere else. 
Now, in reference to this question of the ability 
of this ship now on the stocks to resist rifled can- 
non, some gentlemen upon this floor doubtless 
know that all of the experiments that have thus 
far been attempted in Europe—and especially in 


I‘rance, where the experiment coming nearest to | 


a success has been made—to build ships eapable 
of resisting rifled cannon, have signally failed, 


and that the idea has been abandoned and given 1} 
Itis admitted that it is an im- | 
possibility so to construct any ship that it will | 


up as delusive. 


resist the 
day. 
sideratum. Certainly it has been long enough in 


‘“annons that are made at the present 


This battery may be that wonderful de- | 


building to accomplish something, and the Gov- | 


ernment has spent money enough upon it already. 


Now, it is said that this is a very harmless | 


measure; that it me rely proposes to institute a 
commission to examine into and report upon this 
subject. Itis the old method that has been prac- 
ticed ever since I have been in Congress, when- 
ever it is desired to press through Congre ss any 
dirty job, to go abcut it in this roundabout way. 
If it is easy to institute a commission, it is very 
difficult to say who shall be the commission; and 
if power enough can be brought to bear upon 
Congress to institute a commission, power can 
certainly be brought to bear to appoint such a 
commission as will accomplish the end desired. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 1 would remind the gentle- 
man of the Chiriqui claim. 

Mr. OLIN. Yes, sir, a commission of scien- 


tific and skillful men was appointed to examine || 


into that matter; and if Congress had sauctioned | 


that report, they would, in my judgment, have 
sanctioned one of the most infernal swindles ever 
practiced on this country. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. 


Is this a proposition to | 


appoint a commission to look at Stevens’s old bat- | 


ter ry? 
Mr. OLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. I am satisfied. 
Mr. OLIN. So I think most reasonable men 


ought to be. 

Mr. ENGLISH. The gentleman last upon the 
floor does not understand this amendment as I 
understand it. The bill now before the House, 
as originally presented, provided for the construc- 
tion of twelve armored steamers of a small class. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
the gentleman is mistaken as to the bill before 
the House. Thisi isa bill for the appointment of 
certain officers of the Nav y, With certain amend- 
nore of the House to which the Senate disa- 
greed, 


Mr. ENGLISH. Well, 


I was mistaken in 
that point. 


WAS) 








/ action upon the subject at this time. 


| authori 


| concerning the Attorney General and attorneys | 


entific men should recommend the completion of 


this ship, the completion of her might be com- | 
menced at once, and without any further k gisla- | 


tion. The bill which has passed only appoints 
to Congress; so that no action could be taken by 
sion of Congress. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Yes,I understand that. But 


I doubt the propriety of our taking any further 


prev ious que stion. 


! 
The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered. 


under the | 


I move the | 


| States 


establishment of the United States,”’ approved 
July 29, 1861, was taken from the Speaker's table, 

and re ad a first and second time. It provides that 
the President may, during the present insurree- 
tion, upon the recomme »ndation of the Lieutenant 
General commanding the Army of the United 
s, or of any major gener: ul of the regular 
Army comm: inding forces of the United States in 
the field, appoint such number of aids-de-camp, 

in addition to those now authorize “dd by law, as the 

exigencies of the service may, in the opinion ot 
the President, require; such aids-de-camp to bear, 
respective ly, the rank and authority of captains, 
majors, lieutenant colonels, or c olonels of the reg- 
ular Army as the President may direct, and re 

ceive the same pay and allowances as are pre ovidk d 
by existing laws for officers of cavalry of cor- 

re sponding rank. The President is to cause the 
aids-de-camp appointed under this act to be dis- 

charged whenever they shall cease to be employed 
in active service; and he m: ry reduce the number 
so employed whenever he may deem it expedient 
so todo. Any officers of the regular pa ap- 
pointed aids- de-c amp under this act, and attache d, 
or assigned to duty, for service as such, are, on 
their discharge, to resume their positions in the 
regular Army, ‘and be entitled to the same rank 


' and promotion as if they had continued to serve 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. What will be the effect 
of our receding from our amendment? Will it | 


prohibit the examination of that battery under | 


this bill? 
The SPEAKER. Itstrikes out the words that 
ze it to be examined. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. Then I will vote to recede, 
if that is the effect of it. 


The question was taken on the motion to re- | 


cede, and it was agreed to. 

So the House receded from its amendment. 

REVENUE CUTTERS AND STEAMERS. 

Mr. ELIOT, 
eration of an act entitled ‘An act relating to rev- 
enue cutters and steamers;’’ which was read a first 
and second time by its title. 

The bill having been read, was ordered to be 


engrossed, and read a third time; and being en- || 


grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
and pass: d, 
Mr. ELIOT moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 1} 


the motion to reconsider upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reporte -d as truly enrolled an act to 
increase the consular re presentation of the United 
States during the present insurrection; and anact 


and marshals of the several districts. 
JOUN C. M’ CONNELL. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the business on the 
Speaker’s table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

House bill No. 59, for the relief of John C. 
McConnell, with a Senate amendment théreto, 
was taken up from the Speaker’s table. 

The amendment of the Senate is to strike out 
all after the enacting clause, and to insert in lieu 
thereof a provision authorizing and. directing the 
Secretary of War to audit and settle, on aon of 
equity and justice, the account of John C. Me- 
Connell against the United States for expenses 
necessar ily i incurred by him in raising a regiment 


|| in the State of Maryland in the months of May, 


The House has already provided for |; 


j 


June, and July, 1861, and now in the United 
States service, provided the amount so allowed 
shall not exceed $8,500. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I move that the House con- 
cur in the Senate amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT, 


The bill (S. No. 58) supplementary to an act | 


| 


entitled ** An act to increase the present military || 


from the Committee on Com- | 
| merce, reporte d a bill to suspend in part the op- 


|| Morritt of Vermont, 





in their own regiments or corps. 

The bill was read the third time, and 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


passed. 


SALE OF LIQUOR IN WASHINGTON, 
The bill (S. No. 61) to amend ‘* An act to pro- 


hibit the sale of spirituous liquors and intoxicat- 
ing drinks in the District of Columbia in certain 
cases,’’ was taken from the Speaker’s table, and 
read a first and second time. It provides, that 
whenever any person shall be convicted of the 
offense prescribe d in the act entitled ** An act to 
prohibit the sale of spirituous liquors and intoxt- 
cating drinks in — District of Columbia,’’ he 
shall be punished by a fine of twenty dollars, or 
imprisonme ntin the jail of Washington county, 
in the District of Columbia, for the period of thirty 
days. 

The bill was read the third time, 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 


The SPEAKER announced, as a committee 
under the act providing a commission to examine 
and report as to the compensation of all officers of 
the Government, and for other purposes, Messrs. 
Ourn, and ALLEN. 


EXCUSED FROM COMMITTEE SERVICE. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. Iask the House to excuse 


me from further service on the Committee of Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds. 
Mr. Lovesoy was excused. 


| NON-PAYMENT OF CENSUS-TAKERS. 
Mr. ALLEN asked leave to report, from the 


| Committee on Public Expenditures, the following 
resolution: 


and passed. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to inform the House why it is that payment has not been 
made to a portion of the persons engaged, in the year 1860, 
in taking the census as deputy marshals, in loyal States ; 
also, at what time payment to such persons may reasonably 
be expected. 


Mr. McPHERSON, 
Mr. ALLEN. 


I object, 
I appeal to the gentleman to 


|| withdraw his objection to the resoluticn, that it 


may be put upon its passage, The committee, in 


| re porting thia re ryt ae snot Impeac x any 


way, the officers of the Census Bureau; but t the 
adoption of the resolution will relieve members 
and bureau officers from answering numerous in- 


quiries on the subject, 
Mr. McPHERSON, I withdraw my objection. 
| Mr. DIVEN. A resolution of the kind was 
adopted ye sterday. 
| Mr.B UR NE No; it was not adopted. 


introduc- 


Mr. 


tion of the resi 


VANDEVER. 


tion 


I o! i ct to the 


ANNALS OF CONGRESS. 


M  CALY ERT a inv d weave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, Thatthe Clerk ofthe Ilouse of Representatives 
} directed to pt ure lrom the publishers, tor tbe library 


oft llouse, by the meetin the next session of Ce 
i i hundred pies of th Annals of Congress and Re 
f ter of Debates, ata price not « xceeding that heretotore 
paid tor the same. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 object. 

ADDITIONAL NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. SEDG WICK. I move that the rules be 
u pende d, and that the Llouse resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to take up House bill No. 96. Pending 
that motion, | move that the bill be made a special 
order, and that all debate upon it shall close in 


one minute after its consideration shall be entered 
on. 

The question was first taken on the motion to 
close debate; and it was agreed to. 


‘The qui stion recurred on the motion to suspend 
the rules: and it was agfeed to. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
Liouse resolved itself into the Committee of the 
W hol ate of the Union, (Mr. Hoitman 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consideration 


‘ 
{ 


on the s 


of House bill No. 96, making further appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the year ending 30th 
June, 1862, and for other purposes. 

The first section of the bill appropriates $30,000 
for the completion of the coal depotat Ke y West, 
Florida, and the repairs of the ‘wharf belonging r 
to the same. 


Mr.SEDGWICK. Iofferthe following amend- 


ment, to come in after that section: 

For the completion of the marine barracks at Charles- 
town, Massachusetts, $12,000. 

7 

I desire to have a letter read from the Secretary 
of the Navy on this subj Che 

The following letters were read: 

Navy DepartTMenr, July 31, 1861. 

Sin: Phave the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a 
ietter from the quartermaster of » Marine Corps, repre 
senting that an additional appropriation of &12,000 will be 
required to complete tue repairs ot the marine barracks at 
Charlestown, Massachusetts. 

it is important that the repairs of these barracks should 
be finished before the winter sets in. The marines are at 
present temporarily quartered in one of the buildings of the 
navy-yard not designed for such purpese. Ll would there 
fore earnestly recommend that the appropriation be made. 


{ am, sir, very respectiully, &c., 


GIDEON WELLES. 


Hon. C. B. Sepawick, Chairman Committee on Naval 
Affairs, United States House of Representatives. 
Marine Barracks, Wasnineton, July 31, 1861. 
Sin: An additional sum of $12,000 will be re quired to 


complete the repairs or finish the barracks at Charlestown 
Massachusetts 

jam intorm rd, the $i 
en 


wress tor this object, 
the 


9,500, which was appropriated by 
is nearly, if not quite exhausted; 
estimate upon which this amount was based was ren- 
dered under the belief the old foundation would sustain the 
work in contemplation. 

Upon amore thorough examination, it was discovered to 
be unreliable ; in consequence, a representation Was made 
to the Department, through the commandant of the corps, 
of the state of the foundation, and suggestion presented tor 
taking down the old quarters, and erecting anew and more 
solid base. Itis in consequence of this additional work, 
the appropriation has fallen short of the amount necessary 
to complete the barracks. 

From the state of the building when last seen by me, I 
should judge a further sum of $12,000 would be required to 
complete the work. 

Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN GEORGE REYNOLDS, 
Major Commanding Post. 
Colonel Jonn Harris, 


Commandant Marine Corps, Headquarters. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr.SEDGWICK. 


ing amendment: 


I desire to offer the follow- 


Immediately after the 
lows: 

For the purchase of the right to manufacture and use 
Coston’s night-signals, $30,000: Provided, That the full 
right to manufacture and use the same can be purchased 
at a price not exceeding that sum. 


former amendment, insert as fol 


I desire to have some communications from the 
Navy Department in reference tothiss subjectread. 
The following letters were read: 


Navy Department, July 39, 1861. 
Sir: [have the honorto subinit herewith copy of a com- 
mnnication from two gentlemen holding distinguished po 
sitions in the Navy, (Commodore Joseph Smith and Com 
modore Hiram Paulding,) in regard to Coston’s night sig- 
nals. Itis proper to remark, that I have heard but one 


opinion in regard to ee that is of unqualitied 
approval. Believing trom the presentations made that 
they are almost indispensable to ‘the naval service at the 
present time nd the subject to your favorable con- 


side rat 


25 I comb 





I ain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GIDEON WELLES. 
Hon. C.°B. Sepewick, Chairman Committee on Naval 
Affairs, House o/ Representatives 
Navy Department, July 11, 1861. 
Sir: We are impressed by the most irrefragable proot of 
the importance of the Costen night signals for our Navy, 


and more particularly at this time, when night signals are 
indispensable for our blockading squadrons ; and we recom 
mend that Congress be asked to purchase the right to make 
them in our laboratories, as itis difficult to procure them 


elsewhere; aud that $40,000 be appropriated for the pur- 
Pp ye. 
We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient 
servants, 
JOS. SMITH, 
H. PAULDING, 
Captains. 
Ilion. Gipgon We tes, Secretary of the Navy. 
Wasninoeton, July 17, 186}. 
My pear Sir: While on the coast of Brazil, during my 


command of the brig Bainbridge, Lassisted Captain Golds 
borough in experimenting on Coston’s telegraphic night sig 
nals. We used them freely while in port, at sea, and under 
every circumstance of weather, temperature, and atmos- 
phere. We found them satisfactory beyond our most san- 
guine expectations. One of our experiments was made 
at a time and under circumstances that was considered 
almost unfair. It thus occurred: while the Congress and 
Bainbridge were in company, during the prevalence of a 


gale of wind, both vessels were laying to, distant apart 
about eight miles. Just after dark, without previous ar- 


rangement, | commenced making signals. I made some 
dozen or fifteen, which were answered by Captain Golds- 
borough with the like number—each keeping records of the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


i} August L 
Mr. SE DGWICK. I now move that the com. 
mittee rise, and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Spe aker h: Wing 
resumed fhe chair, Mr. Hotman reported that th, 
Committee of the Whole on the state of thy Unio 
had, according to order, had the Union genera 
under consideration, and 


particularly the bill o¢ 


the House (No. 96) making further appr: mI a 
tions for the naval service for the year endine 
June 30, 1862, and for other purposes; and had 
instructed him to report the same back to the 


House with sundry amendments. 
Mr. SEDGWICK moved the previous ques- 


} tion on the engrossment of the bill. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main = stion ordered to be put. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. desire to inquire 
whether the report of the Committee of the Who 
is divisible? 

The SPEAKER. The question will be ta} 
upon each amendment separately. y 

The amendments reported from the Committ 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, with the 
exception of that providing for the purchase of 
the right to use Coston’s night signals, were sey 


| erally read and agreed to, without division. 


signals made and answered. Onamutual examination, 
some time after, we found that not one single mistake had | 


occurred, or a misunderstanding as to the communication 
intended to be imparted. 


The signals are easier made and understood by these night 
signals than those made with flags in daylight, and under 
the most favorable circumstances. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
M. WOODHULL, 
Lieutenant United States Navy. 
Commodore H. PauLpIne, 
United States Nary, Washington, D. C. 


Mr. BURNETT. Lask the gentleman whether 
this $30,000 is to be paid by the Government for 
the privilege of using these signals? 

Mr. SEDGWICK. 
them is patented, 

Mr. BURNETT. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. 
the right 


Mr. BURNETT. 


I understand that. 
This is the purchase of 


It is not the purchase of the 


ot as I understand, but a payment of $30,000 


for the privilege, by the Government, of using 
these signals. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. 
it. 

Mr. BURNETT. Itis a good price. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. I propose to insert at this 
point an appropriation which is intended to be in 
lieu of the third section; and if adopted, I shall 
move to strike out that section. I move to add 
the following at the end of the first section: 


That is the substance of 


For the purchase of ordnance for the use of the Navy, 
$300,000. 

I will say, in explanation of the amendment, 
that 1 am advised by the Secretary of the Navy 


| that unless we go beyond our own manufacturers 


for the purchase of ordnance for the vessels now 
brought into service, they will be delayed in port 
for along time. Itis necessary to Lats them 
armeg w ith rifled e: annon, and our manufactories 
are not capable of turning them out in sufficient 
numbers to arm the vessels that have been already 
purchased, or the purchase of which has been 
contracted for by the Department. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEDGWICK.. I desire to say a word in 
explanation of the second section, which gives 
the Secretary of the Navy the power to change 
the name of any vessel whenever, in his judg- 
ment, it may become advisable. In the vessels 


which — already been purchased for the use | 
of the N 


lav y> there are two = the same name. 
the names of ms uny of the vessels pur- 


Be side Ss, 


The process of inaking | 








chased from the merchant service are quite inap- 


propriat e for war ve ‘ssels. I now move to strike 
out the third section, which contains an appro- 
priation of $300,000 for the manufacture of ord- 
nance, and which has already been provided for 
in the amendment just adopted. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I simply desire to 
say, as a member of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, that [ did not, and do not, concur in t 


| pre oprie ty of approp sriating $30,000 for the right 


to use Coston’s night signs ats. 
ment will not be agreed to. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
crossed and read a third time; and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third 
and passed, 

Mr. SEDGWICK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PAY FOR TAKING CENSUS 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked the consent of the 
House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary be in 
structed to inquire and report what, if any, delay has 
curred in paying the accounts of the marshals and deputy 
marshals tor taking the late census ; and, if delay ha 
curred, what, if any, other provision of law is necessary to 
insure the prompt payment of said accounts. 

Mr. VANDEVER. I object. 

Mr.McCLERNAND. lLappeal to the gentle- 
man from Iowa to withdraw his objection. Ther 
can be no objection to the committee making the 
inquiry. P 

IMPRISONMENT OF 

Mr. FENTON, 


I hope that; amend- 


LOYAL CITIZENS. 
by unanimous consent, sub- 


| mitted the following preamble and _ resolution; 


which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Whereas it is currently reported that the forees 
rebellion against the Government have imprisoned loyal 
citizens of the United States, and among otlrers, Hon. 
ALFRED ELY, one of the members of this House : 

Resolved, 'That the President be requested to furnish this 
Iiouse any information he may have upon this subject 

Mr. BURNETT. Unless there is other bust- 
ness to be transacted, I will move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I do not know that 
I have anything exactly in the way of business, 
but as there seems to be nothing special befor 
the House, I should like to make a merece al 
explanation. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have no objection to any 
explanation the gentleman may see fit to n ake, 
unless it involves a reflection upon some 70 mber 
of the House. I should then object, unless the 
member shall have the opportunity of reply! 

I will, however, withdraw the motion that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I have no personal 
reflection to make uponany member of the House, 
or anybody else. With the consent of the House, 
I will send up an extract from a newspaper, & nd 
ask the Clerk to read it. 

There being no objection, the Clerk read, as 
follows: 

* A STARTLING 


now in 


Accusation.—Thurlow Weed, Esq., 8 


a Washington letterto the Evening Journal, over hs own 
signature, makes the following accusation against *ost- 
master General Blair and his brother, the member ol ( on- 
ress : 
“ «While widely spread newspapers were thus weaken 
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o the 
c a il. hisembarrassments were aggravated by the per- |} 
tent hostiity and every-day aspersion of the Postmaster 
General, Whose brother, a prominent member of Congress, | 
issailed him from the stump. s 
« «Meanwhile Congress assembied. Senators and Rep- 


{ consider it trivial and absurd. It is one which 


lis infinitely more derogatory to General Scott 
than it is to me, or anybody else. 
| to command the armies of this country—and I do 


No man is fit 


j ntutives, With more zeal than knowledge, caught up and not mean to say that General Scott is not fit to 
rated the ery, * Onto Richmond.” The impatient Con : ; et a 7 Ne) ha Maite oe : 
csmen were leading and influential. ‘They waited upon command the eee man, sir, is ht to command 
the President to cemplain of the inactivity of the Army;and || the armies of this country who can be driven into 
upon General Scott, urging him ** On to Richmond.” Army a battle by outside pressure against his own best 


lis, prepared with deliberation by Senator WILsoN, (in 








uecordance with the views of the Government,) were emas 
culated by the House Military Committee, of which Mr. 
Blair is chairman. The President end his Cabinet had 
1s0n to apprehend, if not the censures of Congress, the 
ure of measurcs essential to the prosecution oi the war, 


ss the Tribune’s order of “On to Richmond” was | 
obeyed.’ ?? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Thad no idea, Mr. 
Speaker, that | made such forcible stump speeches 
as Lam represented to have done by Mr. Thur- 
low Weed in that article. If I supposed my 

eches were as effective as is there suggested, 
i think I should take the stump against Beaure- 
rard, and have him defeated in that way. 

The other accusation made by the writer of that 
article, that the military bills prepared by Sen- 
ator Witson, chairman of the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs in the Senate, had been emasculated 
in the Military Committee of this House, of which 
I happen to be the chairman, is utterly untrue, as 
the record shows. So far from our endeavoring 
to embarrass the Administration by our action, 
we reported in favor of raising five hundred thou- 
sand men instead of four hundred thousand, for 
which the President asked. The House commit- 
tee reported in favor of the increase of the staff 
corps of the Army asked by the Government. The 
Senate committee did not report in favor of that 
measure. The House committee and the House 
itself surrendered their own judgment in respect 
to the increase of the regular Army after they had 
deliberately placed on record their opinion against 
the propriety of such an increase at the present | 
time, because it was understood that the Adminis- | 
tration and General Scott desired the increase. _| 
So much as to the matters which are stated as 
cts by the writer of that article. As for the 
Postmaster General, 1 expect he will be able to 
take care of himself in this controversy. I believe 
it is true that he has differed in opinion from Gen- 
eral Scott as to the conduct of our military oper- 
ations. His position requires him to share the 
responsibility of these measures, and he has not 
hesitated to declare that difference of opinion, and 
assume his share of responsibility, although his 
personal relations with that officer are of the 
kindest character. Events and the public judg- 
ment have sufficiently vindicated the soundness of 
his views in opposing a policy which has led to 
such disaster. 

Now, sir, | have seen myself presented on va- 
rious occasions before the public, by newspapers 
and in letters written from this place, in the atti- | 
tude of having, with others, demanded the more 
vigorous prosecution of this war, and of being 
therefore responsible for the disaster of our forces 
at Bull’s Run. I desire simply to say upon this || 
point, that it comes with an ill grace from this | 
gentleman, Thurlow Weed, who as I understand 
was here a few weeks ago as amember of a com- 
mittee sent from the State of New York, declar- | 
ing that he and those who came with him repre- 
sented the feeling of the entire people of that State 
—to urge the vigorous prosecution of this war, | 
declaring that they came here to infuse new vigor 
into the Administration, and into the Command- | 
ing General. Why, sir, I thought I was very 
safe in making stump speeches to the same effect, | 
when such men as Thurlow Weed, the chief of 
the compromisers, and those who actéd with him, 
had come here to Washington to urge a more 
Vigorous prosecution of the war, and to infuse 
their own fire and impatience into the Adminis- 
tration, 

When the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Ricn- | 
ARDSON] adverted to this matter, and alleged, as 
he did upon this floor, that General Scott had | 
been forced into this battle against his will by 
outside pressure, I had occasion to say that he 
was making a charge derogatory to the character 
of General Seott, and the gentleman found him- 
Sell compelled immediately to change his posi- 
hon, and to represent that General Scott had || 
acted upon orders given by his superiors. And || 
that is a point upon which I desire to say some- || 


4 
l 
I 
; 


; power to make the Army efficient. 1 de 


| have been.’ 
the imputation of having foreed him to fight this battle. He | 


| hour till now—if you let him alone, be is 


really bears. 


judgment. 


Mr. Speaker, I have here a paper containing a 
report of the remarks of the gentleman from Ifh- 
nois, [Mr. Ricwarpson,] in reference to this | 
matter. They are as follows: 

“7 believe the gentleman from Missouri has taken issue 
with me upon the fact that General Scott was forced to 
fight this battle. [ will tell the gentleman what oecurred 
yesterday morning in the presence of my triends McCLerR 
NAND, LOGAN, and WasHBURNE, Of Iilinois, 1 also in 
the presence of the President of the United States and the 
Secretary of War. I will try and repeat what was said. 
General Scott said : ‘Sir, lam the greatest coward in Amer 
ica.’ | rose from my seat immediately. ‘ Stop, sir,’ said 
he, * tl will prove it; I have fought this battle, sir, against 
my judgment; L think the President of the United States 
ought to remove me to-day for doing it; as God is my judge, 
alter my superiors had determined to fight it, | did allin my 





serve removal bi 
cause I did not stand up, When my army Was not in con 
dition for fighting, and resist to the last.’ ”’ ¥ 


At this point his colleague [Mr. Wasusurne] 
interrupted him. ‘The report continues: 


‘Mr. Wasnpourne. As my colleague has referred to that 
conversation, | hope he will state to the House what the 
President said to General Scott. 

“Mr. Ricwarpson. I will state it. The President said, 
‘Your conversation seems to imply that I forced you to 
fight this battle.? General Scott then said, ‘IL have never 
served a President who has been kinder to me than you 

But, sir, he did not relieve the Cabinet from 


paid a compliment to President Lincoln personally; and, 


Mr. Speaker, standing here in my place, f desire to say of | 


Abraham Lincoln—and I have known hin trom boyhood’s 


an honest man 3 
but [ am afraid he has not the will to stand up against the 
wily politicians who surround him and knead him to their 
purposes.”? 


° 
Now, sir, as far as he went, the gentleman from 
llinois reported that conversation correctly; but 


that which he left unreported gives a vi ry diff r- 
ent aspect to the conversation from that which it 
The gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
W asupurne,] who was present, as well as others 
who were present, have informed me that General 


Scott not only declared the President had been | 
\| kind to him, but he absolutely negatived the idea 


| that Mr. Lincoln had forced him to fight this bat- 


tle. General Scott went on to say that he had 
never served a President with greater pleasure 
than he bad served President Lincoln. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to say to the 


| rentleman from Missouri that I called the gentle- 
| men who were present—Messrs. McC.Lernanp, 
| Logan, and Wasnbpurne—and who had heard 


the conversation in question, as witnesses to deny 
orto avouch the correctness of my statement when 
I made it the other day. If anything had ¢ scaped 
my memory in reference to that conversation 
those gentlemen ought to have corrected me. I 


| am ready to be corrected in reference to anything 


which occurred on that occasion. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. When the gentle- 
man was giving the conversation as he recollected 
it, | was unable to catch distinctly what he said. 


| | had heard the conversation repeated before, and 
| knew what it was; and I have since conversed 


with the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Wasn- 
BURNE,] and he will bear me out in my deelara- 
tion, that General Scott negatived the idea that 
the President had forced him into this battle. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. Mr. Speaker, I have 


| this moment come into the Hall, and I am not 


sufficiently acquainted with the matter before the 
House to answer the gentleman’s question. Will 


the gentleman from Missouri enlighten me on the 


subject? 


Mr. BLAI R, of Miss 


yuri. I will state the ques- 


tion. When General Scott, as he was represented 


j tleman from 
Illinois, [Mr. Ricrrarpson,] made the statement 
that he had been forced into the firht at Bull’s 
Run, the President inquired whether he intended 
to apply that remark to him, and to declare that 
he (the President) had forced him into that battle. 
Now, what I wish to ask of the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Wasusurne] is, whether General 
Scott did not at the time negative the idea that the 
President had forced him into that fight? 


by the reported remarks of the gen 
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Mr. WASHBURNE. I certainly understood 


from General Scott in that conversation, and I 


| presumed that my colleague also understood him, 


that he fully relieved the President from having 
in any way forced him to fight the battle of Bull’s 
tun. . 

Mr. RICHARDSON. My colleague was pres- 
ent the other day when I made the statement ad- 
verted to. Ido not intend to raise the issue here 
now, as I did not the other day, that General 
Scott intended to imply that Mr. Lincoln, the 
President of the United States, had forced him to 
ficht that battle. [do not think that it is a fair 
construction of what I said, for I gave as near as 
I could the language of both General Scott and the 
President; and my colleagues, who were present, 
assented to what I then said. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I did not understand 
from my colleague, when this matter was up the 
other day, that there was any division of opinion 
between us in regard to the matter. I understood, 
from what fell from my colleague on that occa- 
sion, that he understood, as I did, that General 
Scott negatived the idea that he had been forced 
by the President into the forward movement that 
ended so disastrously. * 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. That is as t under- 
stand the facts of the case; yet that is not the fact 
gathered from the language of the gentleman from 

llinois, [Mr. Ricuarpson.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman will 
permit me, f will put him right. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I will 

sleasure. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. My statements in the 
House the other day were satisfactory to all of 
my colleagues who were present at that conver- 
sation. I did not look at the report of my re- 
marks, and I may have been incorrectly reported. 
Whether Il -was or not, I did not intend, and do 
not now intend, to charge that General Scott, 
even by implicatioh, declared that President Lin- 


vield with 


| coln had contributed to force him into the battle 


of Bull’s Run. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. TI allude to this 
matter for a double purpose. I find that the gen- 
tleman is reported as stating that General Scott 
intended to pay a personal compliment to Mr. 
Lincoln; but that he did not exonerate the Cabi- 
net. The gentleman then goes on to say that— 

* Abraham Lincoln—and I have known him from boy 
hood’s hour till now—if you let him alone, he is an honest 
man; but [ am afraid he has not the will to stand up aguinst 
the wily politicians who surround him, and knead him to 
their purposes.”’ 

Now, sir, I say that all that has been said on 
that occasion goes to show that General Scott 
did intend to exonerate the President from the 
allegation that he had forced him into afight. I 
undertake to say that such is the fact, and I want 
it to gd upon the record. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Let us have no misun- 
derstanding about this matter. My colleagues 
understood that | gave the lanruage as near as I 
could. Whether [ have been correctly reported 
or not, 1 do not know. If 1 did not then make 
the correct statement, let me do it now. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I shall be 
hear it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I did not understand 
General Scott, nor did I mean so to be understood, 
as implying that the President had forced him to 
fight that battle. , 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. That is the very 
essence of this matter. But I go further, in ref- 
erence to what occurred prior to that battle, and 
say that the President, after he had information 
that General Johnson had escaped through the 
hands of General Patterson and had joined Gen- 
eral Beauregard on Friday evening, went to Gen- 
eral Scott and suggested the propriety of wait- 
ing until Patterson’s corps could come up and re- 
inforce the army that was then before Manassas; 
but so firmly fixed was General Scott’s determ- 
ination to attack the enemy then and there, thatthe 
President’s suggestion wasdisregarded. ‘The Sec- 
retary of War also returned from the field before 
the battle, and endeavored to induce General Scott 
to send forward reinforcements; he urged it again 
and again; and finally succeeded in having five 
reriments sent, two of which reached Centreville 
before the retreat commenced. I make these state- 
ments, and I make them for the purpose of pre- 
venting General Scott from being exhibited to the 


elad to 





as has been attem] ted to be done by his 


assailing the Presidentand his Admin- 
This conversation, as reported in the 


country, 
friends, as 
istration. 
speech of the gentleman from Illinois—and that 
peech has other marks indicating a design to 
Administration — holds out General 
assailing the President and the Cabinet. 
But I have another purpose far more important; 
and thatis that the President shall retain the con- 
fidence of the people of this country—of all who 
are in favor of preserving the Union; but as long 
as he is held out as interposing and forcing the 
Commanding General to fight a battle against his 
will, he cannot command that confidence. When 
the country knows the truth, as they will know, | 
that the President did not take the responsibility | 
to order a battle before our troops were prepared 
for it, he will retain, as he deserves, the confi- 
dence of the people of this country in the war. 


cK the 


scott as 


the remarks I have made to-day, than those which 
i have declared. 1 do not care for the attacks 
which have been made upon me, dragging me into 
reat I feel personally that | have 
no business with it ateall, and that my stump 
speeches are as nothing, and that neither General 
Scott, nor any other man intrusted with power, 
paid any sort of regard to my opinion upon that 


Lois ¢ contest, 


subject; and whoever puts up that libel and false 
pretext, derogates from the character of our offi- | 
cers. 

‘The purpose I had in view was to tell the real 
truth of this matter, to exonerate General Scott 
and the President-—the one, who has been put | 
forward as assailing the President and the Ad- ! 
ministration, by reporting his conversation with- | 
out giving itin full,as [ think ought to have been 
done; and the other, by holding him up, out of | 
the mouth of General Scott himself, as having 
ordered an attack before General Scott was ready; 
for [ have here an article published in the New 
York Times a few days after this battle, in which 
General Scott is made to say that he was ordered 
by his superiors to make the attack. I say that 
General Scott could not have said anything of the 
sort, because it was not true. The testimony 
given here to-day must convince every man that 
General Scott did not use any such language. 
He has no superior in the Army of the United 
States, except the President; and the President 
did not give any such order, as is conclusively 
proved by his own declarations to the President 
11 the presence of the gentlemen from Illinois 
upon my right and left. 

The article in the Times goes on to lay down 
the plan of the campaign which, itis said, Gencral 
Scott had adopted; which was to raise and bring 
one great army here to defend the city of Wash- 
ington, and to prepare another army at St. Louis, 
because he is held out as saying that an army 
could not go south of St. Louis until after frost. | 
He was to lie idle with that army, according to 
the plan that paper puts into General Scott’s 
mouth, until the frost comes, and until the cotton 
crop had forced itself out of our ports and broken 
up our blockade. ‘That is the plan, as reported 
by one who professes to be a friend of General 
Scott,as he derived it from him at his own table, | 
in the presence of his officers. Ido not believe 
that it was General Scott’s plan. I do not think 
he would promulgate his plan. I think even, that 
if such was his plan, gentlemen, without arro- 
gating to themselves any superor military knowl- 
edge, might well dissent from it. Ido not profess 
to have any knowledge of military matters at all, | 
and yet [ can say that any such plan as that 
would lead to a fatal disaster to our country, in 
the relations which it would bring about between 
the people of the northern and southern States; 
in the relations it would bring about between our | 
Government and foreign Governments, and be- | 
tween the Union men in the border States and | 
their enemies. I think it would bea fatal mis- 
take. I am well satisfied that it is not the plan of 
the Government, and will not be acted upon, 
whether General Scott favors it or not. That is 
the plan which the confederate troops and author- | 
ities are in favor of, and they have proceeded 
upon it. Their desire is to make the whole of this 
war within the border States, and escape them- 
selves scot free—not only free from Scott, but 
from all our other generals. They wish to enjoy 
entire quietude, in order to raise their cotton, that | 
they may hold it out to foreign nations as a bribe | 


to break our blockade. 
thie 

They wish, also, to intrench themselves within 
these border States, where they can get plenty of 
subsistence, and wring a reluctant support from 
the Union men of those States. 
Alexandria and Fairfax gave an immense Union 
vote when the question was submitted to them; 
and at the last vote upon the ordinance of seces- 
sion, they would have given the same vote for the 


That is their object, and 
ir heart’s desire. 


The counties of | 


Union if they had not been restrained by the bay- | 
onets of the confederate troops; for, in whatever 


part of Virginia they were free from the confed- 
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erate bayonets, they gave a majority of votes | 


against secession. The same was the case in Ten- 
nessee. Any such plan as that which the Times 
says is General Scotu’s plan of carrying on the 
war would leave the unarmed Union men of the 


| border States, and of the southern States, at the 
No other motive could have induced me to make |} 


mercy of the armies of the confederate States. It 


| would leave the twenty-five thousand majority in | 


| ation among themselves and with their fellow- | 


East Tennessee, the vast majority in Missouri, 


I say, further, that if we remain idle for such 


|| and everywhere else, at the mercy of the rebels. | 


a period of time, doing nothing upon the borders | 
of these revolted States, however great an army | 


we might possess, we should, by so doing, pro- 


claim to the world that we were unable to enter | 
those States and put down rebellion, and the Gov- || 
ernments of Europe would make it a pretext for | 


acknowledging the independence of those States. 
It is manifest, therefore, that such important 
political considerations must enter largely into 


August 1. 
discipline, and commanded by equally skillful and 
efficient o cers; and that if you held out to all 
who wish to enter the volunteer serviceahe honp 
and expectation of an increase of the revular 
Army, and that they would be promoted just jn 
proportion as they distinguished themselves, and 
showed themselves fit for the service they had 
entered upon, it would have a satutary influence 
upon all the volunteer forces in the Army. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I rise toa ques- 
tion of order. I desire to know what is before thg 
House? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Brarr] obtained the unanimous cop- 
sent of the House to make a personal explanation, 
and he has yielded to the gentleman from New 


| York. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Ido not hear any- 
thing about a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER. As the Chair said the other 
day, he has no control over personal explana- 
tions. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
a little longs. It will come, perhaps, presently, 

Mr. OLIN. Well, Mr. Speaker, I only wish 
to add, upon this subject, that this recommenda- 
tion was made by the Cabinet, and that the com- 
mittee acquiesced in it against their unanimous 
judgment, because the matter had been much com- 
plicated by the action of the Administration in 


Well, I will wait 


1} . 7 
respect to an increase of the Army, and because 


any plan of campaign, and no plan is admissible | 


which, by its delays, destroys the business of 


the country, leaves the Union men of the border || 


States and their property a prey to the rebels, | 


and givesa pretext to foreign Powers to interfere 
for the purpose of forcing cur blockade. 


Espe- | 


cially is this plan inadmissable when it proceeds | 


upon the naked fallacy that our armies cannot en- 
dure the climate of those States in which the rebels 
have raised and are supporting armies to over- 
throw the Government. 

Mr. OLIN. These personal explanations are 
atall times disagreeable, and perhaps on the whole 
had better be omitted in an assembly like this; 
but asa member of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, so far as the article read by the gentle- 
man from Missouri charges that the various bills 
proposed by the Administration for the action of 
Congress, ayd introduced into the Senate by the 


Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Witson,] have | 
been emasculated by the chairman of the Military | 


Committee of this House, it is perhaps due to my- 
self, though the most humble member of that com- 
mittee, to say one word. I believe that every 
recommendation of the President and his Cabinet, 
in respect to the measures to be submitted to the 
sdaaiehainis of this committee, has been carried 
out to the letter, and more than the letter, with 
one exception, and that was the measure pro- 
posed by the Administration with reference to the 
increase of the regular Army. From that meas- 


‘ 
| 


ure the committee dissented; and, notwithstand- | 


ing the reflections contained in that article come 
from a source highly respected by me, and from 


a personal friend, the committee acted, I am sure, | 
not under the influence of my friend from Mis- 

| souri, [Mr. Brair,] but from the elections of their 
| own judgment, and with the best lights they had 
| before them, after a most careful and full consult- 


members of the House. 
It was the unanimous judgment of the commit- 


tee that had not the Administration recommended | 
|; an increase of the regular Army at this time, not 


one member of that committee would have favored 


such a measure; and it will be remembered that 


the bill as originally proposed in committee, passed 
without dissent in this House, turned these eleven 
regiments into a mere volunteer force. 
the reasons that governed my own action was 
this: I thought I foresaw, as I think every mem- 
ber of this House foresees, that at the end of this 


| controversy the regular Army must be increased, 


but I think I know enough of military matters, 
though knowing as little perhaps as any man in 


| this House, to know that it would make no possi- 


ble difference whether you called a man a regular 
soldier or a volunteer provided he had seen an 
equal amount of service; in other words, that a 
volunteer force would be just as efficient as the 


One of | 





with deference. 


the committee were desirous of affording every 
possible facility to the Administration ,and remove 
every obstacle in the way of a successful prosecu- 
tion of this war to put down the rebellion. Inmy 
action upon thatcommittee, [did not rely upon my 
own judgment only, nor upon that of my friend 
from Missouri, who is somewhat versed in mili- 
tary affairs. We had upon that committee, also, 
the gallant gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Ricu- 
ARDsON,] who has shown, by his conduct on the 
battle-field,as well as his distunguished services in 
this House, that his judgment might be relied on 
We had not only the gentleman 


| from Illinois, with his experience, on that com- 


mittee, but we had also my friend from lowa, 
Mr. Curtis,] a graduate of the Military Acad- 
’ = 7 


| emy at West Point, a man who has distinguished 


| 


| 


himself in the service of his country in actual war; 
and I might safely rely, [ am sure, upon the judg- 
mentof these gentlemen. My own judgmentcon- 
curred with these distinguished gentlemen, and 
this House, with entire unanimity, and a majority 
of the Senate, concurred with the committee; aud 
it was only when it was found that the action of 
the House and Senate might embarrass the Ad- 


| ministration that your committee acquiesced in 


the bill passed. 
I thought it proper, as this subject has been in- 
troduced, to say thus much. I am persuaded that 


| each member of the committee has discharged his 
duty with a view only to the good of the service 








and the best interests of the country, and with no 
desire to embarrass the Administration or any 
member of it. 

Mr. FRANK. I would like to inquire what 
is before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The House gave unanimous 
consent to the gentleman from Missouri to make 
a personal explanation, and he yielded the floor to 
the gentleman from New York. There is noth- 
ing before the House at this time. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. Parton, 
one of their clerks, announced that the Senate 
had agreed to the amendments of the House to 
the bill providing for the punishment of frauds 
upon the part of officers making contracts for 
the Government. 

Also, that the Senate agreed to the report of 
the committee of conference upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses upon the bill providing 
for the better organization of the military es(ao- 
lishment. 

Also, that the Senate had passed the following 
bills; in which he was directed to ask the concul- 
rence of the House: 

A bill to promote the efficiency of the volun- 
teer forces of the United States; las, 

A bill making appropriation for fortifications, 
and for other purposes; and 

A bill to relnds consular fees for vessels run- 


regular Army with the same amount of drill and || ning between foreign ports. 
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1861. 
CONSULAR FEES. 

Mr. ELIOT. lLask the unanimous consent of 
the House to take from the Speaker’s table Sen- 
ate bill No. 64, to reduce the consular fees for 
vessels running to or between foreign ports. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and read a first and sec- 
ond time by its title. 

The bill provides that American vessels run- 
ning regularly by weekly or monthly trips, or 
otherwise, to or between foreign ports, shall not 
be required to pay fees to consuls for more than 
jour trips In one year. 

The bill was ordered toa third reading; and it 
was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled an act to 
amend an act entitled ‘*An act supplementary to 
an act entitled ‘An act to provide for a Navy 
peace establishment, and for other purposes,’ ”’ 
passed March 27, 1804; when the Speaker signed 
the same. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 


A bill (S. No. 63) making appropriations for 


fortifications, and for other purposes, was taken | 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first and second | 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee | 


of Ways and Means. 
VOLUNTEER FORCES. 


A bill (S. No. 44) to promote the efficiency of | 


the volunteer forces .of the United States was 
taken from the Speaker’s table, read a first and 
second time by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 


unanimous consent of the House to state very 
. . . 7 
succinctly what I desire to bring before the House 


in reference to the subject referred to by the gen- | 


tleman from Missouri, (Mr. Brair.]} 

No objection was made. : 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, the state- 
ment of the conversation between the President 
and General Scott, which I made the other day, 
was assented to by all the gentlemen who were 
present at the interview. I say that in the re- 
marks I then submitted it was no part of my 
purpose to make, nor did I make, any assault 
upon the President of the United States. I rose, 
sir, for the purpose of asking my countrymen 


to have confidence in some of our public men. | 


Authority is conferred on the President, and he 
was eee elected to his high office. I 
desired that the public mind should center round 
some person by whom we might preserve this Gov- 


ernment. It was nopartof my purpose, buton the | 


contrary, it was in violation of my plan, to assail 
the President. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. With the gentle- 
man’s permission, | will call his attention to what 
he did say, and what he is reported to have said: 
that the President, Abraham Lincoln, was a very 
honestmanifletalone; but that he was surrounded 
by wily politicians, and that he had not the will 
or the courage to stand up against them. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Possibly my ideas were 
not so well expressed as they might have been. 
I wish they had been better expressed. 


guage was unhappy, Iregretit. If gentlemen will 
recollect what occurred prior to that time, it will 
not be difficult for them to properly interpret my 
intention, 


who itwas whom I charged as having forced this 
thing on the Commanding General of the United 
States. I stated distinctly that it was that class 
of politicians headed by Mr. Greeley who were 
urging our people ‘‘ forward to Richmond.”’ 

a 


ir. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


whimpering around the country, and laying his 
faults on other people. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. For once,laccordcredit | 


to him for the course he has taken. I have only 
risen for the purpose of relieving this whole con- 
troversy from any misunderstanding, if any ex- 
isted. I thought, when I stated, the other day, 


the conversation with General Scott, in the heat ing 


Mr. Speaker, I ask the | 


| If my | 
meaning has been misunderstood because my lan- | 


On that occasion, the gentleman from | 
lowa [Mr. Curtis] had pressed upon me to know | 


If the gentleman || 
will permit me to say so, ‘* General Greeley,”’ as | 
he is called, has had the manliness not to go | 


of members who were present when the conver- 
sation occurred, that as they did notdissent from 
my statement, it was satisfactory to them all, and 
their silence indorsed it. If my statement was 
not correct, I regret it. In my remarks at that 
time, | intended simply to state facts, and trusted 


| in the good judgment of the people to deduce legit- 
| imate conclusions therefrom; and I am not re- 
| sponsible for the conclusions arrived at by any 
| person or persons, unless they may be justly end 


logically drawn from the facts then stated. ‘The 
other day | merely expressed a fear that the Pres- 


| ident had not the will to withstand the assaults 
| and the machinations of the wily politicians by 


whom he is often surrounded. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I should like to call 
the attention of the gentleman from Illinois 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis- 





| souri asks the consent of the House to make a 
| further statement. J 


_ Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


il go. 


Let 


Never mind. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Hay, his Private See- 
retary, notifying the House that he had approved 
and signed an act (H.R. No. 45) to define and 
punish certain conspiracies; and 
An act (H. R. No. 87) making an appropria- 
tion for the purchase of arms for the volunteers 
and regular troops of the United States. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Parroy, one of its clerks, notifying the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the staff of the Army. 


*> ) 
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commissioned officers, two-fifths of whom shall be of the 
medical stat¥; the board, except those taken from Ue ned 
ical staff, to be composed, as far as may be, of his sentors 
in rank 
Section twenty-six, line eight, aller the word ** pay,” 


insert ** and emoluments.”’ 
Section twent even, | 
insert 


ine nine, after th 
‘and emoluments ;? in line thirty t 
word * dollars,”’ insert “and with four rations per day to 
each of the above-named officers of the Navy, to be com 
muted at thirty cents each ration; and in tine tort even, 
page 14, strike out all afer the word “ officer’? to the end 
of the section. 

Section twenty-eight, line fourteen, after the word © offi 
cers,”’? insert as follows: “ two-fifths of whow shall | 
members of the medical bureau of the Navy; 
except those taken from the medical bureau.’ 

That the Senate do concur in the toregoing amendments 
to the bill. 


word ** pay.”* 


four, after the 


the boani, 


HENRY WILSON, 
J. McDOUGALL, 
I agrec to this report except to the proposed increas 
JOHN SHERMAN, 
Managers on the part of the Senate 
FRANCIS P. BLAIR, Jr., 
J. 8. JACKSON, 
WILLIAM D. KELLEY, 
Manazers on the part of the Hous 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, it will 


| be recollected by the House that a committee of 


House that the Senate had agreed to the report of | 


the committee of conference on the bill supple- 


mentary to an act entitled **An act to authorize a | 


national loan, and for other purposes.”’ 
MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, presented the fol- 


lowing report: 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (8. No. 3) providing forthe bet- 
ter organization of the military establishment, having met, 
after tull and free conferefice have agreed to recommend, 
and do recommend, to their respective Houses, as follows : 

That the House recede trom its amendments to the bill of 
the Senate, and agree to the bill, with the following amend- 
ments: 

On page 1, section two, line seven, after the word “ cav- 
alry,” strike out, as follows: “ eight assistant adjutants 


general, six commissaries of subsistence, four quartermas- | 


ters, and tWenty assistant quartermasters.’? 

On page 1, section two, line thirteen, atter the word ** es 
tablishment,” strike out as fojlows: “and to hold their 
oflices for three years, unless sooner discharged;” and in 
lieu thereof add ail after the enacting clause of the second 
section of the amendments of the House to the Senate bill. 

On page 1, section three, line three, after the word “ en- 
gineers,’’? strike out as follows: “and to the Ordnance 
department.’? 

On page 2, section three, at the end of the section add all 
after the enacting clauses of sections three and four of the 
amendments of the House to the Senate bill. 

Ou page 4, section eight, at the end of the section add the 
second proviso of section eleven of the amendments of the 
House to the Senate bill. 

On page 7, section seventeen, line eight, after the word 
“ pay,”? insert * and emoluments.”’ 

On page 10, section twenty, line five, after the word * Re 
gister,’’ insert **or Navy Register, as the case may be.”’ 

Sections eleven, sixteeu, tweuty-two, twenty-iour, and 
twenty-five. Strike out all of sections eleven, sixteen, 
twenty-two, twenty-four, and twenty-five, of the Senate 
bill. 

Section fourteen, at the end of the section add as follows: 
* Provided, That alter the present insurrection shall cease, 
the ration shall be as provided by law and regulations on 
the Ist day of July, 1861.” 

Section eighteen, line ten, after the word “ pay,” insert 
‘and emoluments ;”’ and in the same line, after the word 
‘“namely,’? add as follows: “ the pay proper of the highest 
rank held by him at the time of his retirement, whether by 
staff or regimental commission, and four rations per day, 
and without any other pay, emoluments, or allowances ; 
and the next officer in rank shall be promoted to the place 
of the retired officer, according to the established rules of 
the service. And the same rule of premotion shall be ap- 
plied successively to the vacancies consequent upon the 
retirement of an officer: Provided, That should the Brevet 


| Lieutenant General be retired under this act, it shall ba 


without reduction iu his current pay, subsistence, or allow- 
ances: 4nd provided further, That there shall not be on 


the retired list, at any one time, more than seven per centum | 
of the whole number of officers of the Army, as fixed by | 


law.”? 
Section nineteen: strike out section nineteen ofthe Sen- 
ate bill, and in lieu thereof insert afl of section twenty of the 


| amendments of the House to the Senate bill, with the fol- 


| lowing amendments to said amendwent, namely: in line 


three of 
* or Secretary of the Navy, as the case may be ;”’ 


| line five of said amendment of the House, after the word 


* 


“board,” strike out “of the medical etaff.’ and in lieu 
thereof insert ‘ot not more than nine nor less than five 


conference on this same, bill made a report a few 
days ago, which was agreed to in the Llouse, but 
which was disagreed to inthe Senate. The only 
difference between the report that we now mako 
and the one agreed to by the House on the former 
occasion is in three particulars, One is, that th 

House has receded from the clause which was in 
the House bill in regard to rations, and have a 

ceded to the clause in the Senate bill increasing 
the soldiers’ rations somewhat—I believe about 
two cents a day. It was insisted on by the Senate 
that the present rations were insufficient, espe 

cially for irregular troops, who had nothabituated 
themselves to taking good care of their provisions 
Under their representations-the managers on the 
part of the House gave way, and acceded to the 
Senate proposition. They also acceded to an 
amendment offered on the part of the Senate in 
reference to the pay and emoluments of the Lieu- 
tenant General in case he should retire from the 
service, leaving him the same pay as if he had 
remained in the Army and in active service. 

In other respects, neither the provisions con 
tained in the House amendment, nor those con 
tained in the Senate bill, in reference to the pay of 
retiring officers of the Army or Navy, were re- 
tained; but we undertook to strike a difference 
between the two. Formerly, and in the bill as 
passed by the House, Army and Navy officers 
retiring from service were allowed their grade pay 


| proper and their service rations, and for a servant. 


| a servant’s rations. 


The section in the Senate bill on the subject re 
quires them to be retired simply on their pay 
proper, and onthe schedule for the pay of the Navy 


| officers, which made it equal to that allowed to the 


Army officers, withoutservice rations, and without 
We have agreed on a mod- 
ification, so as to give the pay proper to the Army 
officers, and the schedule of pay fixed inthe Navy 
bill to the Navy officers, with an increase of fou: 
rations a day, or $1 20, which is about half of 


| what the service rations would amount to 


That is the way we compromis: d the matter; 
and these are the only differences, according to 


| my recollection, existing between the report as 


now made and the report adopted by the House 
he other day. P 

Mr. OLIN. Mr. Speaker, great difficulty wa 
experienced, not only in the committee of thi 
House, but, possibly, also in the committee of the 
Senate, in relation to this measure. It is one of 
great delicacy and importance, and, as | under- 


| stand the provisions of the billagreed upon by the 


last committee of conference on the subject of re 

tiring the officers of the regular Army from the 
service of the country, it makes an exception in 
favor of the Lieutenant General. I have no dis- 
position to say one word inderogation of his dis 

tinguished services, or to oppose any exhibition 
of gratitude that may be made on the part of Con- 


| gress toward General Scott. He served gallantly 


in the war of 1812. He has spent his entire life 


| in the service of the country; and, so far as | am 
| concerned, whenever an officer has, like Genera! 


said amendment, after the word “ war,’’ insert | 
and in | 


" 


Scott, devoted the best energics of his mind and 
body to the service of his country, and always 
with distinguished honor, | would never consent 
to see him, when disabled by age, retiring to pr- 
vate life, without the full pay and cmoluments to 





390 


which his 
while lw ould do that most che erfully, in regard 


highest rank would entitle him. But 
utenant General, I would insist on it 
rizidly in reeard to others equally deserv- 
ing the homage and respect of their country. 
Sir, | do not stand here pleading as a neighbor 
and friend of John Wool, who commenced his 
career in the service of his country in the war of 
1812; who, on every battle-field, from Plattsburg 
and Queenstown to Buena Vista,has borne our flag 
to victory, and who is now, for some reason—God 
knows what—exiled to his home, and is not per- 
mitted to render that efficient service to his coun- 
try, which his talents, his patriotism, and all his 


to the L 


just i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


wishes to make any further inquiry, I will move 
the previous que stion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main que stion ordered. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. With the consent of 
the House, although I know itis not now in order, 
I wish to make a single explanation. I under- 
stand that a remark made by the gentleman from 
New York, [Mr. Oxty,] has been misunderstood 
by some gentlemen. I wish to say that this bill 
does not retire General Wool. It does not con- 


| template his retirement at all. 


former history, assure the world he ts able toren- | 


der. The delegation from my State, on a recent 
occasion, and with entire unanimity, so far as I 
know, have proposed to the Administration to 
inquire why it is that his services have not been 
callod into requisition in this hour of our coun- 
try’s peril. I hopethey will have sufficient reason 
for the answer they must give to that question. 
But, sir, lam opposed to this amendment; I 
am opposed to this report of the committee of 
conference, just so far as it will have the effect to 
strike from the Army roll a man who has served 
his country faithfully, and with entire success, for 
a period of now more than forty years, who, in 
every battle-field, from his youth to old age, has 
covered himself with glory; who has over and 


over again, not only received the thanks of his | 


Mr. LOGAN. I wish to ask the gentleman 


| upon what ground this provision has been in- 


native State, but of the Congress of the United | 


States, for meritorious service. I am unwilling to 
see a measure passed here—poor as the country 


may be, cramped in its resources as it may be— | 


that shall consign a man, who has thus served 
his country faithfully to his old age,to obscurity 
upon half pay. No, sir! No, sir; this rightarm 
should fall from its shoulder sooner than | would 
consent to it. . 

Now, Mr. Speaker, in saying what I have said, 
I have no objection to any favor gentlemen may 
be disposed to render to General Scott. I speak it 
in no spirit of invidiousness. [ would join in 


making any exception in his favor, or in bestow- | 


ing upon him any deserved honor. But while I 
will do that, 1 am as earnestin my determination 
to resist what must of necessity appear as a re- 


flection upon every officer inthe Army,and espe- | 


cially upon one who, under like circumstances, 


has served his countrv with equal distinction, | 
who has received the thanks of his native State | 


and of the Congress of the United States, and 


who, in every respect, is as worthy of the confi- | 


dence of the country. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. The gentleman from 
New York knows very well what my views are 
upon the topic which he has discussed. He 
knows that I was reluctant to consent to this legis- 
lation upon the very ground on which he has 
opposed it upon this floor. No man, not even 
the gentleman himself, has a more exalted opin- 
ion of General Wool than I have, or a greater ad- 
miration for the services he has rendered to his 
country. At the same time, I believe it is in obe- 
dience to the public sentiment of the country that 
we should make this provision for the Lieutenant 
General, if he should 
fore, assented to the report. 


I do not deem it necessary to discuss this mat- | 


ter further, or to say anything in regard to the 


retire; and I have, there- | 


other officers who are retired under this bill. I | 


will simply remark that | have struggled through- 
out, with the consent and approbation of the 
House, to get a decent pay for our officers, all of 
them, when they should be retired from the coun- 
try’s service. The House bill, as it was passed 
in this body, would have given them ample and 
sufficient pay. It gave them their pay proper, 
and allowances for servants and rations. I deemed 


serted for retiring the Lieutenant General and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army? Is it because 
the committee consider him not qualified to com- 
mand ? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I say to the gen- 
tleman that it does not retire him at all. 

Mr. LOGAN. I know it does not directly; but 
I suppose no gentleman can misunderstand its 
practical effect. 

Mr. BLALR, of Missouri. I understand the 
first section of the bill, which relates to the retir- 
ing of officers, provides that when an officer shall 
have been forty years in the service, he may, at 
his own election, retire. It does not compel any- 
body to retire, unless a board of officers, to be 


| appointed, decide that they are incapacitated or 


disabled. 

Mr. LOGAN. How is that board, by the pro- 
visions of the bill, created? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. It is created by the 
Secretary of War, with the approval of the Pres- 
ident of the United States. It is to be a mixed 
commission, consisting of commissioned officers 
and officers of the medical staff. 
may be no misunderstanding at all in respect to 
the effect of the provision upon the Lieutenant 
General, I will say that it meets his approval. 

TheSPEAKER. Allthisdebateis outof order. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I suppose no one objects. I 
desire to ask the chairman of the Committee on 


Military Affairs, if those officers, when retired, are | 


not retired on full pay, with their servants and 


| rations the same as when in active service ? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
retired upon their pay simply. 

Mr. ASHLEY. Without servants and ra- 
tions? 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 
and with only four rations. 

Mr. ASHLEY. I wish to ask the gentleman 


No, sir, they are 


Without servants 


|| if the system in Great Britain is notto retire their 


| officers upon half pay? 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I believe so. I will 
say however, to the gentleman, that this is just 
about half pay. They receive their pay proper; 
but when you take away their servants, rations, 
and emoluments, you take about fifty per cent. 
from their real pay in active seryice, and it may 
be something more. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM demanded the yeas 
and nays on agreeing to the report of the com- 
mittee of conference. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, only fif- 
teen members voting therefor. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
friends Genera] Scott has left? 

The question was taken, and the report of the 
committee of conference was agreed to. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the report was agreed to; and 


Are these all the 


| also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 


that this was but a just allowance for old officers || 


¥ . . . 
who had spent their lives in the seryice; and I 
deemed it a matter even of economy, because 


when we have efficient officers in the field, it is | 
economy to pay the largest sum to the retired offi- | 
cers. But the Senate disagreed to the proposition | 


of the House, and struck out our provision, after 


it had been reported in favor of by their own com- || 


mittee, and insisted upon the proposition as they 
originally passed it; and it was with extreme dif- 


ficulty that we could get even what we reported. | 


It is the best I believe we can get from the Senate, 


| 


table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


WIDOW OF STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS. - 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I have been instructed 


by the committee of conference on the resolution 
for paying the widow of the late Stephen A. 
Douglas to make the following report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses on the resolution of the Senate (No. 5) to 
pay the widow of the late Stephen A. Douglas the amount 
due him as a Senator at the time of his death, have met, 
and, after full and free conference, have agreed to recom- 
mend, and do recommend, to their respective Houses as 
follows: 

That the House do recede from its amendment to the 
said resolution. 


The report is signed by the managers on the 


and therefore I am in favor of doing the best we || part of both Houses. 


can. 


Now, sir, if there is no gentleman who 


The report was adopted. 


| 


But that there 





GLOBE. 


| 


| 
| 
| 


to reconsider the vote on concurring in the amend- 


| extra session of Congress be published in paruphilet fo; 
| for the use of the members of the House. 


August 2, 


Mr. RICHARDSON moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the report was adopted; and a! 


. sO 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the tabj» 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
EXTRA COPIES OY THE LAWS, 
Mr. WRIGHT, by unanimous consent; offered 
the following resolution; which was referred to 


the Committee on Printing: 
Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the laws of + 


mn 


On motion of Mr. BURNETT, the House (x 
three o’clock, p. m.) then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 

1561. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunverzayp, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


Fripay, ugust 2, 


GOVERNMENT GONTRACTS. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to entera moti 
ment of the House to the bill (S. No. 43) to pr 
vent and punish fraud on the part of the offic: 
intrusted with the making of contracts for ¢| 


“ 


| Government, which was taken yesterday. The 








bill has not yet been signed, I suppose. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The m 
to reconsider will be entered. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I submit the motion now, 
in order that the Cherk may get possession of th 
documents. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


n 


I Ask the Senator if he 


| proposes action now on that motion? 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh, no; but some tim 
in the course of the day. Iwill merely make the 
motion now, in order to stop further action on the 
bill. 

Tie PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 
to reconsider will be entered, and taken up for 
consideration hereafter. 

RESOLUTIONS OF NEW JERSEY. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I present joint resolutions 

. . . ‘ > Tr . 
of the Legislature of the State of New Jersey, 
passed at its last extra session. Owing to an ac- 
cident, a delay has occurred in the presentation 
of the resolutions; yet, | think, from their char- 
acter, they are time enough. I ask that they may 
be read. 

The Secretary read them, as follows: 

Strate or New Jersey. 
Concurrent resolutions adopted by the Legislature at its 
ertra session. 

Resolved, That his Excellency Charles 8. Olden, Gov 
ernor of this State, deserves, and we hereby tender him, 
our most cordial and hearty thanks for the proinptness, 
energy, fidelity, and ability, with which he has acted in 
carrying out the neasures recommended by the President 
of the United States for the purpose of defending our na 
tional capital, and preserving the integrity of the national 
Union; and he is eminently worthy of the confidence ot 
this Legisiature, and of all the citizens of this State, and 
we may al) congratulate Ourselves that we have an Execu- 
tive so admirably fitted, in every respect, for the present 
alarming crisis ia our national affairs. 

Resolved, That the preservation of the national Union 
and Constitution in their full integrity and power is the 
only effectual protection of the small States against the 
encroachments and ambition of their more powertul neigh 
bors; and that especially itis a matter of vital importance 
to New Jersey, with her large line of coast, and situate 
between two States, empires themselves, which would 
render us comparatively powerless in any encroachment 
upon our rights of soil and jurisdiction, and that therefor 
the President of the United States is entitled to the thanks 
of every Jerseyman especially, for the energetic and pati 
otic efforts he has thus far made to inaintain the Union, 
the Constitution, and the laws. 

Resolved, That while we disclaim all desire or willing 
ness to make war upon the people of the South, except 
necessary for the single purpose of maintaining the Union, 
the Constitution, and the laws; and while we pledge our- 
selves ready to defend the Constitution, rights, and inter- 
ests, at all times and under any circuinstances, wit the 
same zeal and energy with which we wall uphold the na 
tional power, and in the prompt punishment of all traitors; 
yet, firmly believing that the preservation of our natioual 
unity is the only security for the rights, liberties, and power 
of our own people, and the great hope of oppressed human- 
ity throughout the world, we call upon the national Gov- 
ernment to put forth at once every energy of which it ls 
capable to preserve the national unity, and enforce obedl- 
ence to the laws of the land in every part of the Union; 
being inflexibly resolved that Bunker Hill, Mount Vernon, 
New York, and New Orleans, shall never be dissevered; 
and believing from the teaching of all history that the most 
certain and speedy mode of restoring peace is by the most 
vigorous prosecution ofthe present war. } 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to forward t7 
the President of the United States, to each Senator and 
Representative from this State, and to the Governor of cach 
State, a copy of the foregoing resolutions. 
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I certify that the foregoing resolutions originated in the 
Senate, and the same was concurred in by the House o! 
Assenwbly. 


JOSEPH J. SLEEPER, 
Secretary of the Senate. 

Mr. TEN EYCK. I move that the resolutions 
lie on the table, and Lye print d. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. That ordei 
} be made, if there be no objection. The Chair 

S none, 

BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr.GRIMES, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 66) declaring the act to retrocede the county 
of Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, to 
the State of Virginia, to be unconstitutional, and 
for repealing the same; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

REVENUE CUTTERS. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
No. 100) to suspend, in part, the operation of an 
act entitted “An act relating to revenue cutters 
and steamers,’’ have directed me to report it back 
with a recommendation that it pass; and, as it is 
of importance, | will ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to consider it now. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
bill, It suspends the act of 3d of March, 1845, 
entitled **An act relating to revenue cutters and 
so far as to allow the Secretary of the 
Treasury to apply so much of the appropriation 
for the collection of the revenue as he may deem 
expedient to the charter or purchase of vessels for 
the revenue service; but no liability is to be in- 
curred for this purpose which, together with the 
of collecting the revenue, will exceed 
the appropriation already made for the latter 


obj 


” 
Steamers, 


expenses 
i 


pect, . 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading’, read the 
third time, and passed. 

SIDE-WHUEEL STEAMERS. 

Mr. HALE. The Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
80) authorizing the construction of twelve small 
side-wheel steamers, have instructed me to report 
it back, with a recommendation that it pass, with 
an amendment. I ask for the consideration of the 
bill at this time. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
bill; which directs the Secretary of the Navy to 
cause to be constructed, with the least possible 
delay, twelve small side-wheel steamers, for the 
use of the Navy and the revenue service of the 
United States, of light draught and great specd ; 
and for that purpose appropriates $1,200,000. 

The amendment of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs was, in line five, to strike out the words 
‘and the revenue service;’’ so that the bill will 
read: 


That the Secretary of the Navy shall cause to be con- | 


structed, with the least possible delay, twelve small side- 
wheel steamers, for the use of the Navy of the United 
Staies, of light draught and great speed; and for the pur 
pose aforesaid $1,200,000 be, and the same hereby is, 
appropriated. 

Mr. HALE. The object of that amendment 
1s to provide that these steamers furnished to the 
Navy, and also to the revenue service, shall be 
entirely under the control of the Secretary of the 
Navy, instead of a joint control, as heretofore. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended; | 


the amendment was concurred in, and ordered to 
be engrossed; and the bill was ordered to be read 
a third time. It was read the third time, and 
passed. 
INCREASE OF ENGINEER CORPS. 

Mr. WILSON. The Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia have instructed me to re- 
port a bill (S. No. 65) to authorize an increase in 


the corps of engineers and topographical engi- | 


neers; and I ask for its present consideration. 
lhe bill was read twice by its title. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. This bill has | 


been twice read, and the Senator from Massa- 


chusetts asks for its present consideration. Itcan | 
only be done by the unanimous consent of the | 


Senate. 


Mr. HALE. I object to the consideration of 
that bill sent time. 
The PRESIDENT pr tempore . Ol ] 


interposed, it will lie over under the 


at the pr 
‘ ! ’ 
cuion veiling 


rule. 


PAY OF SENATOR 

M . CLARKE. from the c¢ 

ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 

on the joint (S. No.5) to pay the 

widow of the late Stephen A. Douglas the amount 

due to him as a Senator at the time of his death, 
submitted the following report: 


DOUGLAS. 


rmmmittee ¢ f conier- 


‘ 


resolution (> 


rhe committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 


of the two Houses on the amendment to the joint resolu 
tion (S. No. 5) to pay the widow of the late Stephen A 
Douglas the amount due to him asa Senator at the time ot | 


having met, after fulland free conterence bave | 
their respective Ilouses, as fol 


his death, 
agreed to recommend to 
jows: 
That the House recede from their amendment to the said 
resolution 
DANIEL CLARK, 
ANDREW JOHNSON, 
JAMES DIXON, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. || 
W. A. RICHARDSON, 
A. P. MORRILL, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


The report was concurred in, | 
CALIFORNIA LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee onthe Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 6) 
relative to appeals in cases of private land claims 
and surveys in the State of California, have in- 
structed me to re port it back to the Senate, with 
a recommendation that it do pass; and I ask its 
consideration at this time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If no objec- 
tion be made, the bill will be considered at this 
time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will inform the Senator | 
from Illinois that the House have resolved not to 
consider that class of bills at this session; and it 
will be useless to pass it, as it will not be acted 
on in the House of Representatives. I hope 
therefore it will not be taken up. 

Mr. LATHAM. I should like very much to 
have that bill lie overg I know nothing in rela- | 
{ seems to be connected with some 


ik 
tion to it. It 
land grant in California. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ing made to the present consideration of the bill, 
it lies over under the rules. 

Mr. LATHAM. In the mean time I will look | 
into it. 

FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. SUMMONS. I ask the Senate to take up 
the resolution of the House of Representatives, 
providing for the adjournment of Coagress, which 
was laid on the table a day or two ago. I want 
to offer an amendment to it. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the President 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Represent 
atives be authorized to close the present session by ad- 
journing their respective Houses on Friday, the 2d day of 
August next, at twelve o’clock m. 

Mr.SIMMONS. I propose, as an amendment 
to that resolution, to strike out all after the enact- 
ing clause, and to insert the following in lieu 
thereof: ‘ 

That the Speaker be, and he is hereby, authorized to ad 


journ the House of Representatives on the —— instant, at 
twelve o’clock meridian, to meet on the first Monday of 


December next, unless sooner g@onvened by proclamation | 


of the President; and that thé President of the Senate be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to adjourn the Seuate at such 
time as may be determined upon by a resolution of that 
body, to meet at the same time, and as is herein fixed for the 
meeting of the House of Kepresentatives. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first ques- 
tion will be on filling the blank in the proposed | 


amendment. : 
Mr. SIMMONS. I do not propose to have 
that amendment considered to-day. 


morrow. 
Mr. HALE. I want to have it printed. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to make an explana- 
tion about this proposition. It is well understood 
that it is not necessary to keep the House of Rep- 
resentatives here after we finish our Jegislative 
business, while the Senate must remain, or else 
\| appointments made during the recess will fail. On 


| anything done here. 


should meet to-morrow at eleven o’clock. 


Obj: ction be- || 


1 merely | 


wish to lay it on the table for consideration to- | 


It will lie on | 
the table, and be printed, if there be no objection. | 
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| an examination of the Constitution, it 1s perfectly 


clear that those appointments hold until the end 
of the session of the Senate. There is anoth 
clause of the Constitution, which says that neith: 
House shall adjourn for more than three days 
without the con ofthe other, Itis very 
plain that we can give the House of Represe nta- 





McuUurrence 


tives an opportunity to adjourn to-morrow, if they 
can get through their business, and leave us here 
to attend to executive matters.* When the prop 
osition is printed and laid before Senators, | have 
no doubt it will meet their concurrence. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempor: The resolu 
tion for adjournment will lie on the table, and the 
amendment will be ordered to be printed 

HOUR OF MERTING. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I now move that when the 
Senate adjourns to-day it be to meet at eleven 
o’clock to-morrow, so that, if possible, we may 
get through with business and allow the Hous 
an opportunity to adjourn, 

Mr. HALE. I hope that motion will not pre 
vail. I can assure the Senator that the business 
that has to be done in committee at this time is 
vastly more laborious, or quite as much so, as 
For one, l fam certain thy 
Committee on Naval Affairs can pass the time 
more profitably in committee until twelve o'clock 
than they can by meeting here at eleven. T have 
a meeting of that committee called for to-morrow 
at half past nine o’clock, and it will take 
twelve o’clock to dispose of their business. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Ido not know much about 
the business before committees; but lam in the 
habit of getting up early enough to come here at 
half after eight, if necessary. [ think the S 


until 


pate 
‘The 
House might meet also at the same hour, and we 
might close up our legislative business and allow 
them to adjourn and go home to-morrow. I think 
it is our duty, if we can accomplish it, to let the 
House of Representatives adjourn to-morrow; 
and for that purpose Iam sure the Senate 
give up an hour in the morning. 

Mr. HALE. I want to say a single word in 
reference to the appeal made by the Senator from 
Rhode Island in behalf of the House of Repre 
sentatives. ‘The House of Representatives are 
constantly sending down to us new bills—they 
sent some yesterday—and some pretty important 
bills; and it seems to me there is no great neces- 
sity for making an appeal in their behalf so long 
as they send bills to us to act upen. I think we 
had better meet as usual, at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. SIMMONS. If they are not ready to ad 
journ, of course they will not adopt this resolu- 
tion. All we ask is that the Senate meet at an 
earlier hour, so that, if they are ready, they may 
get away at two o’clock; that is all. q ; F 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Rhode Island, 
that when the Senate adjourns to-day it adjourn 
to meet ateleven o’clock to-morrow, and ateleven 
o’clock thereafter until otherwise ordered 

Mr. SIMMONS ealled for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted 
—yeas 21, nays 15; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Carlile, Chandler, 
Clark, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Foster, owe, Johnson of 
Missouri, King, Lane of Kansas, Latham, Morrill, Sher 
man, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Wilmot, and Wil 
son—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bavard, Breckinridge, Bright, Brown 
ing, Fout, Grimes, Hale, Harris, Pearce, Polk, Powell, 
Rice, ‘Thomson, Trumbull, and Wade—1L5. 


will 


So the motion wag agreed to. 
APPROVAL OF PRESIDENTIAL ACTS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no 
further reports from committees, the Chair will 
call up the unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. WILSON. Before that is taken up, I 
should like to have a vote on the resolution ap- 
proving and confirming the action of the Presi- 
dent. Ithas been postponed from day to day; 
| and I should like to have the unfinished business 

postponed for a short time, in order to take the 

vote on that resolution. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen 
ator from Massachusetts make a motion to that 
| effect ? ; 
| Mr. WILSON. Yes, sir. 
|| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
| from Massachusetts moves that the Senate take 
i| up for consideration the joint resolution (S. No. 1) 








*2C)%) 


Os Ls 


to approve and confirm certain acts of the Presi- 


dent of the United States for suppressing insur- 


rection at li f j 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. I hope we 
ya! on with the unfinished business of yes 
terd ‘iy. That is vermane to this same qué stion. 
Let us get through with the bill which Is the un- 
finished business, and then we shall be prepared 


to vote on that pQine ve solution. I would like to 
have the bill finished, and get rid of it. I hope 
the Senator from Massachusetts will not insist on 
taking up the joint resolution. The debate will 
go on upon that, and we shall gain nothing by it. 

The question being put, there were,ona divis- 
1on-—ayes 18, noes &. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no 
quorum voting, which disables the Senate from 
further proceedings in the way of business. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. There isa quorum 
in the Chamber, evidently, and a recount will dis- 
close the fact. If the Chair, by general consent, 


will divide the Senate again, I think it will be 
found that there is a quorum present, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think we had better 
have the yeas and nays; but I am willing to try 
a recount, 


‘The question being again put, there were—ayes 


= 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask for the yeas and 
nays on the question of taking up the joint reso- 
lution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ‘ 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My objection to taking 
up this resolution | will state in a word. I 
lieve it is in order to state briefly the objection. 

This resolution which the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts seeks to take up Is germane to the bill 
which is the unfinished business. The resolution 
proposes to declare legal the acts which have been 
done by the President in the recess of Congress. 
Will our declaration make them legal if they are 
not legal? Willitmake them so if they were un- 
constitutional and void? Now we have a bill pend- 
ing proposing to confer certain powers upon the 


be- | 


executive authority, which relates to this subject. | 
l am disposed to give the necessary power to the 


Administration to suppress this rebellion; but I 
am not disposed to say that the Administration 
has unlimited power and can do what it pleases, 
after Congress meets. lam willing to excuse it 
for all it has done, and to sustain it in all it has 
done; but if you propose to pass a resolution ap- 
proving 
may be unable to find in strict law the warrant, 
aud then refuse to grant by law the authority to do 
what is necessary to be done, it seems to me it 
will be a very strange proceeding. 1 think we 
had better let this resolution he until we dispose 
of the bill, and then I shall be prepared to sanction 


the exercise of powers for which you | 


what the Administration has done and provide for | 


the future, so that the necessary power may be 
in the President’s hands. 

Mr. MORRILL. Iam inclined to concur with 
the gentleman from Illinois, and believe that we 
had better go on with the unfinished business. It 
is agreed on all hands that the bill which was 
under consideration yesterday is an important 
bill; that it is important to give effi slency to the 
measures of the Administration, and for that rea- 
son I think we ought to attend to it now; and I 
om in favor of it, as against the resolution pro- 
posed to be taken up by the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, upon the ground that I 
do not consider that resolution important. 
not agree with the Senator in attaching very much 
importance to the resolution that was offered in 
the early part of the session, to render legal and 
valid the doings of the President. 1 believe they 
are valid. I believe what he has done is consti- 
tutional, and can be demonstrated to be so. It 
does not need to be ratified. It does not need to 
be rendered valid by a resolution of Congress. J 


I do \ 


|| tion was voted down almost unanimously by the | 


know it has been said from the first day of the | 
session until now, iterated and reiterated, that the | 


President has trampled upon the Constitution of 


his country; that we had conceded as much, in 
that we had offered a resolution here to render 
his acts legal and valid; and the Senator from 


Kentucky [Mr. BreckinripGe] went into an ar- | 


gument, a legal and constitutional argument, to 
show that these acts were usurpations on the part 
of the President. If this were the time, and the 
Senate had the patience, I think I could demon- 


every act of the President, each and every meas- 
ure of the President calculated to put down this 
rebellion, having reference to a state of insurrec- 
tion in the country, is legal and js constitutional; 
and that the President has not transcended his 
power—not expressly and by the letter conferred 
upon him, I concede, in the Constitution, but he 
has not transcended the powers which are neces- 
sarily, logically deducible from the powers con- 
ferred upon him in that instrament. I know this 
is not the time to go into a constitutional argu- 
ment on that subject; but I maintain that the res- 
olution which the motion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts is designed to take up is unim- 
portant, upon the ground that it contemplates ren- 
dering legal and valid measures which I believe 
the Constitution authorizes the President to take 


independent of and without reference to the action | 
I think that he has | 


of the Senate or of Congress. 
not transcended his authority; that his acts were 


the exercise of powers clearly and necessarily de- | 
ducible from the duties enjoined upon the Presi- | 
dent, and the powers conferred upon him; and 


for this reason Iam opposed to taking up the res- 
olution at this time. If it comes up at another 
time, when there is an opportunity to speak on 
the subject, I may address myself to the subject, 
for the purpose of answering the objections made 


in the arcument of the Senator from Kentucky, | 


thrown out here and rung in changes, iterated and 
reiterated day after day, arraigning the President 
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the Senate, as there was in rejecting the motion 
to which | refer made by the Senator from Key. 


tucky. 


Mr. MORRILL. 


So far as the Senator’y re- 


| marks apply to consistency on my part, I wil] 


before the country as a usurper, trampling upon || 


the Constitution of his country. 
President. I undertake to say, as a legal and con- 
stitutional proposition, that each and every one 
of these measures is necessarily and logically de- 


ducible from the powers conferred upon the Pres- | 


ident, and from the duties enjoined upon him in 
that instrument. Believing so, I care very little 


whether the resolution is acted upon or not; and | 
I am in favor of proceeding to the consideration | 


of the bill, the unfinished business before the Sen- 
ate, which on all hands is agreed to be important. 
I shall therefore vote against taking up the reso- 
lution. 


Mr. POLK. I should®like to ask the Senator 


if he did not vote against the motion made by the || 


Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Powe .t,] at an 
| early day of the session, to postpone the consid- 
eration of this resolution for one day? 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not know that I under- 
stand the Senator. 

Mr. POLK. Lask the Senator if, at an early 
day of the session, he did not vote against the 
motion made by the Senator from Kentucky to 
postpone the consideration of this resolution for 
one day, which motion was made for my conve- 
nience? 

Mr. MORRILL. I have no distinct recollec- 
tion upon the subject. Very likely I did; and if 

| it were up now, | should vote in favor of instant 
action upon it. I do not perceive any inconsist- 
ency between my argument nowand my vote then. 

Mr.POLK. Itseemsto mea marvelouschange 
has come over the opinions of some Senators in 
regard to this resolution. It was about the first 
business that was called up in order before the 


Senat® at the present session; the question was | 


on its passage; and it was upon the very point of 
being put upon its passage, W hen | rose, stating 
that | had some views that I desired to express, 
and that I wished indulgence for oneday. If my 
recollection does nog fail me, the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Powe] then made a motion to 
postpone the resolution for one day; but his mo- 


Senate. I believe almostevery gentleman on the 
other side voted against the postponement, as I 


supposed acting contrary to what had always been || 


the courtesies of the Senate under all similar cir- 
cumStances. 

Now, when the Senator from Massachusetts 
moves to take up this resolution for the purpose 
of having action upon it, it is to be postponed 
again. ‘The Senator from Maine thinks it does 


not deserve, does not need, does not require, any | 


action atall. Atthe beginning, it was so import- 
ant to be acted on at once, that it could not be 
postponed for a single day to enable a Senator to 
address the Senate properly upon the subject; 
but he was forced into the debate precipitately. 
I like to see consistency in these things, Mr. 
| President; and especially where, as 1 suppose, 


: lj . 
strate, in not labored argument, that cach and |! there has been a departure from the courtesies of 


I repel it, Mr. | 





simply say that I will endeavor to take care of 
that. He need not feel any particular solicitude 
on my account. I have been ready at any tim, 
and at all times, and extremely anxious, and | 
believe I notified the Senator from Kentucky {[Mr, 
3RECKINRIDGE] that at a proper time I intended 
very respectfully to address myself to the aroy- 
ments, legal and constitutional, which he had 
submitted to the Senate. I have been ready at 
any time to do that, and I am ready now. 

ldo not know that there is a single Senator on 


| this side of the Chamber who agrees with me on 


this subject. I am rather inclined to think that [ 
shall find myself very much in the minority in 
the views | have expressed ypon it; but entertain- 
ing these views, [ have nof, from the beginning, 
attached to this resolution the importance that 
other Senators have. Of course, however, with 
the views I entertain, that these measures are 
within the constitutional scope of the Federal Ex- 
ecutive, that he has not trampled upon the Con- 
stitution or the laws in what he has done, ther 
is no inconsistency in my voting to ratify them, 
particularly inasmuch as they are so vigorously 
assailed upon the other side. It does no harm to 
ratify them, to declare them valid. If he has acted 
within the scope of the constitutional powers of 
the Government, we may ratify his acts; there is 
no doubtaboutthat. Whatever power Congress 
might have conferred upon the President in ad- 
vance, it may ratify when exercised without its 
authority. Nobody willdoubtthatas alegal prop- 
osition; and, therefore, to the accusation of incon- 
sistency, reply that, although my notionsare that 
the President’s acts are entirely sound and legal, 
while they entertain different opinions upon the 
other side of the Chamber, it is perfectly in har- 
mony with the ordinary principles of legislation, 


| where there is any doubt atall as to the rightful ex- 


ercise of power on the part of the Executive, and. 
nothing is more common than that the Legislature 
should step in and ratify an act of the Federal 
Executive which it might have empowered him 
to do in advance. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts to take up the joint resolution indicated by 
him for aabunsice. The Chair feels obliged 
to suggest that the debate, in his judgment, |s 
assuming a wider range than is strictly admis- 
sible under the motion to take up a measure merely 
for consideration. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I rose, in part, to 
make that very observation, in which I have been 
anticipated by the Chair, and also to add a single 
remark. The Senator from Maine evidently en- 
tertains a very sincere conviction that the action 
of the President has not been in violation of th 
Constitution or the laws; because he has asserted 
it six or seven times in the course of the brief 
speech he has made to the Senate. His convic- 
tions are evidently deep and sincere. All I have 
to say in reply to that is, that it will be a very 
great comfort to the President to be assured o! 
that fact; for he himself has been under the im- 


| pression that he has been transcending both; and, 


indeed, he admits it in his message, and puts 1 
expressly on the ground of a popular demand and 
what he deemed to be a public necessity. It has 
also been admitted by many Senators on the other 
side of the Chamber. I have not believed, all 
along, that the resolution was going to be voted 
by the Senate. I do not believe it now. It may 
be; but I think not. My deliberate judgments, 
that in some mode the Senate will avoid putting 
itself on record m favor of the principles con- 
tained in this resolution. It is indifferent to me 
whether it does or not. Of course,every Senator 
will vote his own convictions if brought to a vote; 
but I do not think there are many Senators who. 
want their names to go upon history in favor 0! 
this resolution. a e. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Clerk 
will call the roll on the motion to take up this 
resolution for consideration. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I desire to state that 
Mr. Pomeroy, my colleague, is absent on busi- 
ness for the Government. 
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| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
|| is on the motion to refer the resolution to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. POLK. 1 ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulte d—yeas 17, nays 23; os follows: 


The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 11; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham, Breckin- | 
ridge, Bright, Browning, Clark, Dixon, Foot, Foster, Har 
ris, Johnson of Missouri, Kennedy, Lane of Indiana, Lane 
of Kansas, Latham, McDougall, Pearce, Polk, Powell, 
Rice, Sherman, Sumner, Ten Eyck, ‘Thomson, Wilkinson, 
Wilmot, and Wilson—2s. 


Y EAS—Messrs. Browning, Chandler, Collamer, Cowan, 

NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Cowan, Doolittle, Fessen- Doolittle, Fessenden, Grimes, Hale, Harris, Howe, King, 
den, Grimes, Hale, Howe, King, Morrill, Trumbull, and | Latham, Morrill, Thomson, ‘Trumbull, Wade, and Wilmot 
Wade—ll. j| —17. 


4 = r : NAYS—Messrs. Baker, Breckinridge, Bright, Carlile, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion |! Clark, Dixon, Foot, Foster, Johnson of Missouri, Kennedy, 
eh: and the joint resolution (S. No. 1) is | 


Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, McDougall, Pearce, 
a ~~ ° ° ° 1} > — ine >. @ . : > ¢ s > Te | 
yefore the Senate, the question being on its pas- | Polk, Powell, Rice, Saulsbury, Sherman, Sumner, Ten | 


Eyck, Wilkinson, and Wilson—23. 1} 


sage. On this question the yeas and oars have — ae c ae 
been ordered, and the Clerk will proceed to call | The PRESIDENT pro tempore. So the motion 
the roll. does not prevail; and the question recurs on the 

The Secretary called the name of Mr. Anrnony. || passage of the resolution. 

Mr. COLLAMER. [I take it the resolution is | Mr. GRIMES. lI ask that the resolution be 
not now open to amendment. read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not open The Secretary read it, as follows: 
to amendment at theresent stage of it. Joint resolution to approve and confirm certain acts of the 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move that the resolu- President of the United States for suppressing insurrec- 
tion be referred to the Committee on the Judi- ene eae crane 
ciary. on Oe Siete teat 2 a seeker Geseeusieiniine, fm dees 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Has not the call of | aerate ona eon Metis te 
the roll been commenced, and has not some mem- || the Government of the United States, constitutionally ad 
ber answered to his name? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No answer 
had been given. The question is on the motion || preservation of this Government—that is to say: First. He 

of the Senator from Wisconsin. || did, on the 15th day of April last, issue his proclamation 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I understand that now ealling upon the several States for seventy five thousand 
the resolution is in such a position that it is im- men e0 suggnene such insurrectionary combinations, and to 

: : cause the laws to be faithfully executed. Secondly. He 
possible to make any motion to amend, and there- 
fore it isthat [make the motion that it be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. If there be 
any portions of the resolution that need amend- 
ment, it can then be reported back with amend- 
ments. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will suggest that a reconsideration of the vote 
ordering the third reading of the resolution would 
open it to amendment. The question is on the 
motion to refer it to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. DOOLITILE. I understand that more 
than two days have elapsed since the vote was 
taken on the third reading, and a reconsideration 
cannot be moved; therefore the resolution must be 
referred in order to open it to any amendment 
whatever. 

Mr. WILSON. I do not like to resist this 
motion, but I must confess my surprise at it. 
Day after day this question Kas been laid aside to 
accommodate Senators. It is a plain and simple 
proposition; there is no ambiguity about it; it is 
as clear as sunlight, as simple as anything can be 
to the comprehension of the Senator from Wis- 
consin, or any other Senator. I shall vote against 
the reference; but if the Senate chooses to recom- 
mitit, very well; they can take the responsibility. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. It has never been to any 
committee, | understand. . || attitude in which the question is now presented 

Mr. WILSON. Ithasbeen to the Committee || makes it necessary for me to submit simply the 
on Military Affairs, and reported. || results of my judgment, made without passion or 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. By the committee? [ || prejudice. 
understood that the honorable Senator offered it 
on his own motion. I understood that it had been 
to no committee, and had been considered by no 
committee; but I do not suppose the Committee 
on Military Affairs is the committee to whom con- | 
stitutional questions specially belong. Itshould 
go to the Committee on the Judiciary; and a ques- 
tion of such importance as this ought not to be 
pressed upon the Senate until it has been consid- 
ered by the Judiciary Committee, and fully con- 
sidered, too. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I shall not vote my- 
self for the motion to refer this resolution to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. It has undergone 
the scrutiny of a committee. It was introduced 
here at an carly day of the session. Senators 
were eager to vote upon it. It has been discussed, 
has been open to discussion for weeks—open to 
amendment for weeks; every Senator is perfectly 
familiar with it; it has been before the Senate 
again and again. If we ever intend to vote upon 
it, let us vote upon itnow. The only rratifica- 
tion that I derive from the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Wisconsin is, the confirmation it affords 
to what I had the honor to remark a short time 
ago, that the Senate docs not intend to pass the || necessity of the case; but I cannot here in my 
resolution. I am glad it does not; but it does not place, under oath, declare that it was strictly le- 
seem disposed to vote directly; but will consign y gal, and in consonance with the provisions of the 
it to the dungeons of a committee-room. !' Constitution. I shall therefore be compelled to 


Whereas, since the adjournment of Congress on the 4th 


did, under the extraordinary exigencies thus presented, ex 


South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Florida. Mississippi, 


of the ports within the States of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina. Fourthly. He did, by an order of the 27th day of April 
last, addressed to the Commanding General of the Army of 
the United States, authorize that officer to suspend the writ 


military line between the city of Philadelphia and the city 
of Washington. Fifthly. He did, on the 3d day of May 
last, issue a proclamation calling into the service of the 
United States forty-two thousand and thirty-four volun- 
teers, increasing the regular Army by the addition of twen- 
ty-two thousand seven hundred and fourteen men, and the 
Navy by an addition of eighgeen thousand seamen. Sixthly. 
He did, on the 10th day of May last, issue a proclamation 
authorizing the commander of the forces of the United 
States on the coast of Florida to suspend the writ of habeas 
corpus, if necessary. All of which proclamations and orders 
have been submitted to this Congress: Now, therefore— 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
all of the extraordinary acts, proclamations, and orders, 
hereinbefore mentioned, be, and the same are hereby, ap 
proved and declared to be in all respects legal and valid, to 
the same intent, and with the same effect, as if they had 
| been issued and done under the previous express authority 


vided, That nothing herein contained shall be construed as 
| authorizing a permanent increase of the Army or Navy. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, it was my 


purpose quietly to vote against this resolution 


amble of this resolution, I would vote heartily to 


strictly legal, and strictly constitutional. I believe 


his duty, to issue the proclamation of April last. 
I believe he had aright, it wasa part of the power 
of suppressing an. insurrection, to blockade the 
ports of the United States, or any ofthem. Ido 
not believe the President of the United States has 


because that power is expressly given to Con- 
gress, and to Congress alone. do not believe 


to increase the regular Army, because that power 


the fifth, or the sixth. Still I approve of the ac- 
tion of the President. I believe the President did 


if | had been in his place—no more, no less; but 
I cannot here, in my place, as a Senator, under 
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{| ministered ; and whereas the President of the United States \| 


ercise certain powers and adopt certain measures for the | 


did, on the 19th day of April last, issue a proclamation set- | 
ting on foot a blockade of the ports within the States of | 


Louisiana, and Texas. Thirdly. He did, on the 27th day | 
| of April last, issue a proclamation establishing a blockade | 


of habeas corpus at any point on or in the vicinity of any | 


| and direction of the Congress of the United States: Pro- | 
without expressing any opinion abéut it; but the | 


The first three acts enumerated in the pre- | 
approve. I believe they were right and proper— | 


that the President had the right, and that it was | 


the power to suspend the writ of habeas corpus, | 


the President of the United States has the power | 
is expressly given by the Constitution to Con- | 


gress alone; and therefore I cannot vote for | 
either of the last three propositions—the fourth, || 


right. He did precisely what I woild have done | 


oath, declare that what he did do was legal. I || 
may say it was proper, and was justified by the | 
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vote against the resolution, although Lindorse and 
ratify and approve, as a matter of public neces- 
sity, every act of the Administration. 

Mr. HOWE. I have sat here during the ses- 
sion up to this time, heard this and kindred meas- 
ures of the Administration discussed, without 

| taking any partin the debate, and without intend- 
ing to take any part in it. Now, however, I beg 
the indalgence of the Senate, while | make a few 
| remarks upon the resolution before it. 
I am going to vote for the resolution, and [ am 
| going to vote for it upon the assumption that the 
different acts of the Aassinistration recited in this 
preamble were illegal, and notupon the assumption 
that they were legal and valid. 1 “ approve’’ of 
the doing of them, and therefore I vote for that 
portion of the resolution. 1 am willing to make 
them as ** legal and valid’? asifthey had the pre- 
vious express sanction of Congress; and there- 
fore I vote for that clause of the resolution. The 
resolution does not affirm that they were legal; 
| that they were sanctioned by the legislative power 
ofthe United States; but it declares that they 
shall be as legal and valid as ifthey had had the 
previous express authority and direction of the 
Congress of the United States. 

I want to say furthermore, Mr. President, that 
there may be no sort of mistake about the posi 
tion I occupy, that my approval of these meas- 
ures, that my admiration of them, is proportioned 
exactly, mathematically, to the extent that they 
were violations of the existing law... That is the 
yroposition I submit here; thatis the proposition 
| abide by. Let me not be misunderstood. I am 
here to help to make laws, and I mean to abide 
by them when they are made, under all ordinary 
circumstances. If the President had had the sane- 
| tion of the Legislature to do what he did, of course 
L should have expected him to do it, and [should 
have approved of its being done; but then itwould 
have been but the discharge of a simple, plain 
duty. I should have said the President had done 
| well; he had discharged his duty; but if he did 
these things without the direction of law, if he did 
these things without the express direction of the 
Coneress of the United States, if he took the re- 
sponsibility upon his single self of saving the 
country without the authority and the sanction of 
law, | say he did more than well, he did bravely. 

We forget, sir, what we have passed through. 
The sun shines so brightly about us that we think 
it has never been overclouded. That isa mistake; 
it has been. With the broad glare of day about 
us, we are ready to swear that we have never seen 
any night. That is aterrible mistake. We have 
seen the night—a very dark and a very cloudy 
night. Let me recite, very briefly, the cireum- 
stances under which the President did the things 
| recited in the preamble of this resolution. I think 
you remember them. 

Seven States of the Union had declared thei 
| independence of the Government of the United 
| States, and had set up a government in hostility 
| to it. To maintain that independence, they had 
levied armies, and not for the simple purpose of 
maintaining that independence, but, I say, forthe 
|| purpose additional to that, and more heinous and 
wicked than that, of subverting the independence 
and Governmentof the United States. Notmerely 
for the purpose of maintaining their own inde- 
yendence, but of conquest, were those armies lev- 
|ied. Iaffirm that. Werethey not? You heard 
a Senator, not now here, tell you that the inde- 
pendence of those States was achieved, that it was 
a fixed fact. You heard him tell you in tones 
insolent, insulting, that if you dared to approach 
within three leagues of the coast of thgge States 
with any one of your ships and your alts) flag 
floating from it, it would be deemed an act of war, 
| and would be resented ag an actof war. You 
heard a Senator here, upon this floor, introduce a 
resolution into this body instructing the President 
of the United States to withdraw the troops of the 
United States from every one of the garrisons 
within the limits of the States which had declared 
their independence. Those garrisons, let me re- 
| mark in passing, were not merely under the juris- 
|| diction of the United States; they were the prop- 
erty of the United States, and subject, by express 
grant of the several States, to the exclusive juris- 
diction cf the Government of the United States; 
and therefore the purpose of attempting to with- 
draw your troops or to expel your troops from 
those garrisons, was not to maintain the inde- 
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pendence of those States, but it was for the pur- 


pose of driving back th Government of the Uni- 
ted States from portions of the country over which 
it had, by express grant of those States, exclusive 
jurl di tion —jurisdicts yn to the exclusion ofever y 
‘one of those States, as well as of that anomalous 
government which called itself the government of 
the confederate States. For the purpose of ex- 


pelling your troops from those garrisons, they 
invested two of them with armies, they sat down 
before them—one in the harbor of Charleston and 
one in the bay of Pensacola. 

More than that: a Senator, not now upon this 
floor, introduced a resolution instructing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to withdraw the troops 
of the United States from the District of Colum- 
bia—from the very capital of the United States. 
Was that for the purpose of maintaining the inde- 


pendence of the confederate States? Wasnotthat 
for the purpose of conquest?r W hat jurisdiction 
had the confederacy ever reserved or delegated ? 


What jurisdiction had any one of those States 


over the District of Columbia and over the city of 


Washington? 

That was not all. The rebellion as we call it, 
asit was, was not confined within those States. It 
spread away beyond them all. Even your Ter- 
ritories were assailed by it; there was scarcely a 
district about us in any direction, into which the 
dry-rotofthisrebelliondidnotextend. Revolt was 
preac hed in New Mexicoy emissaries were sent 
to teach it to the inhabitants upon the frontier. 
‘Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, were agitated, 
and profound! y agitated. Maryland, here upon 
our northern onde r; was alsoagitated. Ne Ly, Sir, 
the very geography of yourcountry was reversed, 
and the States hie h I have just enumerated, 
Kentucky, and ‘Tennesse, and Maryland, which 
had nestled sit the organiz ration of your Gov- 
ernment in the vei ry heart of thé Republic, began 
to be talked of as ** border States’’—the very cen- 
tral States of the Union. There were spec ulations 
afloat about the secession of the city of New 
York, that it might secede not only from the 
Union, but from the State of New York, and that 





you might see there, instead of the metropolis of 


the nation, a free city. 

Those were the circumstances under which the 
President acted. What.would you have had him 
do, sir? [ put it to the Senators, what would you 
have him do? He had no army to contend with 
the forces which w or raised to carry on this war 


of conquest and sub jugation. He was notified of 


this purpose. He who now represents that con- 
federate government as vice president, in the city 
of Savannah, early in the progress of these events, 


detailed specifically the progress of the work of 


subjugation and of conquest. He told you how 
the States which began to be called border States 
were to file off from the Union and join the con- 
federacy. He told you how the States of the 
Northwest might be expected to wheel into the 
line, and when. He told you that the work of 
disintegration in the old Union might be expected 
to go on speedily and fast. 

This did not all exist in threats. The ‘y took 
possession of every point you had which you did 
not actually occupy by a military force. They 
drove you out of garrison after garrison, of post 
after post; and they took pains to do it, in more 
than one instance , hot mere ly for the purpose of 
getting possession of the spot, but they were 
careful to demonstrate, by the manner in which 
they took possession, that they meant it asan act 
of conquest. Let me recite to you buta single 
instance of that fact. There was in the harbor of 
Charleston a post unoccupied except by a mere 
guard,@ single individual. Castle Pinckney I 
think it is called. If the State of South Carolina, 
or the.city of Charleston, or the government of 
the confederate States, deemed it worth while to 
ossess that post, they had but to send a consta- 
le down there, or a city wate hman, ahy man, 
and take posse ssion of it. That did not suit their 
purpose. There would have been no pretense of 
subjugation, of conquest, in that. Sir, they took 
possession of it, nevertheless; and, as | well re- 
member, it occupied a column in the leading 
journal of Charleston to describe the details of 
the military movement by which they conquered 
and took possession of Castle Pinckne y. They 
told you what military company was muste red 


and parac ded. They told you how carefully the 


object of the movement was concealed from the 


men to be employe a in it. The y told you nies 
long they paraded i n the streets of Charleston 
and before its population. They told you how 
they went down to the dock, and upon what boat 


they were taken, and finally how they landed | 


before Castle Pinckney. Instead of walking up 
and opening the gates, they had seal: r ladders, 
and with those this military e ympany rushed 


around on the rear of the fort, scaled the walls, and | 


conquers d the old man who was inside of them. 

That was their first great conquest. Their sec- 
ond was like unto it. I told you they had invested 
two of your forts—Sumter and Pickens. They 
were not content with be sieging them: the y took 
them. They were notified expressly, told officially 
by the commander there, that he had butagarrison 
of about seventy ore ighty men, and they did not 
~— iten the peace of the ¢ ity at all; told b ry him 


istinetly that if allowed to remain there but a few 


d: ays longer, he would have to retire before starva- 
tion. They could notallow himtodothat. Why? 
Because if they had allowed him leave Fort 


Sumter, retiring simply before hunger, there would | 


have been no pretense for saying that he had been 
conquered by the forces of the confederacy. And 


so, when, as the record tells you, those seventy | 
men had not tasted bread for forty-eight hours, | 
at four o’clock in the morning, they say, some | 
nine great, black, frowning batteries opened their | 


brazen throats upon this devoted garrison; and 
for forty hours they rained a storm of iron upon 
them, until, as they tell you, the walls of that fort 
resembled a honey-comb. Those seventy men 
did capitulate. 

There was their second conquest. Here were 
the threats; here were the overt acts in illustration 
of what they meant by their threats. What would 
you have had your President do? I say again 
he had no army; he had no navy; he had no Con- 
gress here to give him either, and he could not 
immediately summon a Congress to clothe him 
with this authority. Would you, sir—would any 
man here—have had him fold his arms, and s say, | 
have no authority; I know the country is going 
to pieces; I know that in the progress of a very 
few weeks or months we ghall not have anywhere 
a vestige of the Government of the United States; 
I know I have taken an oath to maintain this Con- 
stitution, and enforce these laws which have been 
enacted in accordance withit; and I know within 
a very few weeks there will not be a dozen States 
of the Union which pretend to pay the slightest 
obedience either to the Constitution or the lawsif 


things go on as they are; but then the Legislature 
has not spoken; I must be still; let things take | 


their course; I cannot help it. 
Would you have had him use that language? 
That had been tried once, had it not? You had 


heard just such language as that from a Presi- | 


dent; and, if I remember aright, you did not en- 


joy it. Yow had just heard a President of the 
United States, made Commander-in-Chief of the 


Army and of the Navy, charged with the duty of | 


giving information to Congress of the state of the 
country; you had heard him come before Con- 
gress and tell you that State after State was leav- 
ing the Union and defying its authority; that he 
thought it was illegal, but he could not help it; 
nay, more, he said C ongress could not help him 
to help it; that Congress could not clothe him with 


power which would allow him to stem this tude | 


of secession or rebellion. He told you that be- 


cause the Constitution of the United States hs ad 


not delegated to the Congress of the United States 


the authority to make war upon one of the States || 


of the Union;and so you saw that President here, 


standing in your capital, before the face of the | 


whole world, andJ am afraid God saw him stand- 
ing here, idly by, his arms plunged to the elbows 

in the Treasury, taking his salary regularly, ad- 
vertising the world that he could do not one single 


tithe of his duty; that he was nominally the Chief | 


Magistrate, but practically was no magistrate; 
that he was charged by the Constitution with the 
highest authority and the highest trusts under it, 
but that practically he had no authority ,no power, 
and no control, and could not discharge a single 
trust. You have seen him in that critical condi- 
tion, standing there, so shamelessly, while I de- 
clare, sir, the very walls of the Republic seemed 
collapsing about him; standing there so idly, so 


“- . - . ' 
shiflless, until at the very close of his constitu- || 


tional term, he sort of oozed out from under the 


(| ruins and slunk away to Wheatland. 


SSION. AL GL OBE. 


A ugust 2. 


| I say this thing was seen. We: all saw ie, All 


| good men everywhere saw it, and blushed at | 
The angels saw it, and hissed at it; I heard then 
I never knew anything like it in executiy. 
duct. The world had just turned away wit] 
rision from contemplating one vaccillating prince 
who, when a military adventurer with a few £ 
lowers landed in his capital, fled before him w 
out an attempt to save his kingdom; but thy 
fled. Let him be honored for that. The 
| ident stood here in the nation’s mansion-h 
stood here in the nation’s capital, without 
spirit to discharge his duty, and without th 
cency to run away from it. 

President Lincoln thought to himself that 
ample was not worthy his imitation. He did 
like to rehearse that part again so soon befor 
American people. Evidently it did not any 
them. He tried another road. It was just thy 
and there that the President unfolded himself | 
his full length; you saw pist how long he was. 
lt was just then and there he got up to his fy 
height, sixteen feet and six inches, | think, mor 
or less. (Laughter.] It was just then and the 
that he touched the alarm bell of the Republic 
he should have done; just then and there that 
startled nation came to its feet. From Maine, and 
from all its forests; from the workshops in M 
sachusetts; from the warerooms of New Y, 
| and New cas from the plains of Ohio a 
| prairies of the Northwest,everywhere, came y 
|| citizen soldiery, no mans houl dering an unwi 

musket, and no man shoulderinga at tu 
ingly. They came at the invitation of the F 
Magistrate of the country, not coming on 
| one single step under the compulsion ofany pow 
in the country whatever. 

Whatis the result of their coming? The sim 
act itself said to the waves of rebellion, thi 
and no further, and right there all their wi 
were stayed. You see the result here to-d 
Tennessee still speaks to us here in the S 
the United State 8, and to the Constitution of 
United State: » by the mouth of one of her ¢ j 
orators. Ke nine ky—gre vat, bold Kentucky — 
she did shiver a little in the wind fora wh: 
then she bowed herself gracefully, as was 
wont, to the old constitutional gales, and she t 
her course under the old convoy of the U 

and she willmaintainit. Missouri—the very 
| dose of secession that she has taken mad 
| sick ather stomach, and she spewed her t 
Governor out of her mouth: and now from t 
of other States, he levies war,rank war, rely 
traitorous war, against the people of hisownS 
Ma wyland—h« r representatives here tell y: 
she is loyal to the core, and by more hen ts venty- 
thousand majority. New York, instead of talking 
about being a free city, sends here her uy 
regiment afier regiment, to the tune of fifty 
sand more to defend the freedom of the whol 
Republic and evpry wk of it. 

Sir, 1 do approve of the doing ofall these things? 
There was a time in the middle of this night, 
when, I have been told, six days passed, six | 
day sof twenty-four hours seach, rolled round, : 
not a message nor a mail passed between th 
litical metropolis of your country and the com- 
mercial metropolis of your country. Now nota 
| day passes that does not bring its three regular 
mails, as re gularly as the sun comes upon us; 
notaday passes that the mails of the U nited St 
do not bring me messages from my wife and my 
children. Do you think I do not approve of the 
measures that have resulted in this? 

I say again, if the President had been charg d 
by the Constitution, and by the laws upon yout 
statute-book, to do these things, and he had dot 
them, I should have said he had done well; that 
he had been good and faithful. But, sir, if 1 be 
true that he stepped clear outside of the juris- 
diction which the Constitution imposed upon 
him; if he threw himself clear outside of the bat- 





Pres- 
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| tlements of the Constitution, and at the greatest 
, || personal risk to himself did battle for its preset 
|| vation, and saved whatever was sacre xd and \ ul- 
|} uable inside the walls, 1 say it was not merely 


the work of a faithful magistrate; it was the work 
| ofa hero. Give him not merely approvi al; give 
| him thanks. If there is any gratitude in she Ke- 
public, let it be spoken here now. 
What did he do? Invited the people of th 
] United States to come and save their country 
| That is what he did. He compelled no man to 
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go with him a foot. He invited them. Why, 
sir, cannot you allow him to do that? But what 
if the invite ation had come from the Secretary of 
the Senate; what if it had come from the Mi: vyor 
of the city; what if the country had been w aked 
up for the first ume by the roll-call of war by 
your drummer boys; and there and then, and for 
that reason, they had seen their danger, and had 
c » to repel it—unconstitutional, decidedly un- 
warranted by the statute—very objec tionable— 
heinous, do you think? W. hy, do they not tell 
us—where are the classics of the Senate ?—that 
once Rome wi ed by the sentinels of the c ity 
being roused by the cackling of geese? 1 think 
they deified the geese—senseless, accidental, un- 
meaning. Your First Magistrate issued a sensi- 
ble proclamation, le iying no constraint upon any 
man, unless he was a rebel—unless he placed 
himself in an attitude of hostility to the sana . 
ind thus had won the halter—simply issued a 
proclamation, and did more than the geese did 
for Rome—waked up not merely the sentinels, 
but waked up the people themselves. What are 
you going to do for him? Impeach him, 1 think, 
said the Senator from Delaware, not now, but 
by and by; a [ am decidedly of the opinion that 
it had better be postponed for the present. 

This was notall he did, | admit. There was 

me constraint, not by this act of his, but by 
anotherone. Hedid direct the Commanding Gen- 
eral of the United States to suspend the writ@of 
mahanaaee pus. ‘They say thatis unconstitutional, 
illegal, not warranted by statute. The authority 
to  suspe snd that writ, they say, resides here in the 
Legislature. It may be so. Iam inclined to 
think that those who framed the Constitution of 
the United States really did intend 
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that writ might be suspended; but then the sus- 
pe nsion of that writ, like the execution of it, is 
in executive power, and not a legislative power 
by any manner of means. Congress had not, 
the y assumed and the resolution assumes, pre- 

cribed those conditions. The President saw a 
case in which, as he deemed, the very existence 

; well as the welfare of the country demanded 
that the act should be done , and he did it; if you 

say, not like a faithful magistrate, | say he did it 
like a brave one. 

Sir, | do not know how it is with other Sena- 
tors upon this floor, but 1 confess myself to be 
astounded Senators here who profess 
such unbounded veneration for your statutes as 


those 


simply the expression of the will of the people | 


that they will stand by the statute, while the 
very power which enacted them js being thrown 
down, and trampled in the dust. ‘That seems to 
me an excess of veneration for the degislative 
power. I desire that all our magistrates and all 
our men shall observe the Constitution, and shall 
observe the laws; but 1 do not ask any one of 
them to bind himself so closely and indissolubly 
to the farms of the one or the other that he must 
perish with them both. 
the Constitution and the limitations of the statute 
were provided to guard against any encroach- 
ments of the Government upon the people, the 
people upon the Government, or of all the differ- 
ent departments of the Government upon each 
other; never any one of them designed to so fet- 
ter the whole that they could put forth no single 
exertion which was necessary to save the whole. 
Why, sir, when I am well, when my blood cir- 


that the Legis- | 


lature should provide the conditions under which | 


But the limitations of 


|| inclined to think it was not. 


culates freely, if a surgeon puts his lancet into my 


arm he commits an assault, and must pay the 
penalty; but if | am sick, and need blood letting, 
and he hesitates to do it, or refuses to do it, he is 
a coward, and deserves to be kicked out of his 
profession. When the country is at peace, I hold 
the President, as the highest citizen in it, as well 
as the First Magistrate, to the duty of exhibiting 
the highest evidence of attachment and conform- 
ity to the laws; but when the disregard of a form 
or a precedent is demanded, in order to save the 
essence and the soul of the whole, the form must 
give way to the substance. 

He did authorize the Commanding General to 
Suspend the writ of habeas corpus. 


| combatant, who wears no epaulets on his shoul- 


l}agunat 


1 will not go | 


ian the discussion of the question how far that 


was authorized. I say this: I have not the slight- 
est doubt that the President believed the circum- 
stances under which he acted justified that par- 
ticular act; and if my own judgment differed from 
his, which it does not, 1 would still approve the 


ie 


\| here at this very sess 
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eer sai Ww hy? ? canna in an emergency T ee n ee onli saliaiaaeesaied the slightest 


like that so suddenly thrust upon the President, || jeopardy arose to the Republic, or to any man in 
a mistake in the exercise of discretion or judg- || the Republic, unless he a arebel, and in arms 
ment ought to be dealt by leniently, if the mistake || against it. 
was not willfully committed. What Senator will lor these reasons, I vote for these measures; 
stand up in his place and say that the President || and | approve them, as I said in the outset, all the 
willfully erred in regard to the exercise of this pre- || more because the taking of them involved the 
rogative, either in Baltimore or Pensacola? I || President in some personal hazard. I will not 
— notone. By and by we can investigate - approve them more; but | admire them the more 
sase under which the act happened; but what w because he did not hesitate to save the Re public, 
it of itself? What is this suspension of the w rit | although the act of saving it might be att “ d 
A man is taken as an enemy || by some personal risk to himself. Why, sir, I 
of the United States upon evidence which con- |} have heard that when a chasm opened in the 
vineces the military authorities—and they wield || Forum of Rome, it was said by the oracles that 
the power, the physical power, of the nation—that || whatever was most precious in Rome, must go 
this individual is an enemy, and that his liberty, || into it to close it; and a soldier, with his armor 
his license to go at large, is not consistent with || on, mounted his horse, and spurred him into the 
the welfare and safety of the Republic. He has || chasm; and I am told that tl 
committed no overtact; hi ‘has committe d nosingle closed over him. Sir, while your flag floats from 
act which your statutes describe and declare yonder dome, let no man who loves the Republi 
acrime. Governor Letcher, of Virginia, prob- ever forget that, in the year 1861, the Pri 
ably had committed no such act until the State |} of the United States saw a horrid chasm opening 
had declared herself inde} pendent of the Govern- || to the Union of the States, and he did not hesi- 
ment of the United Stat s, and troops were levied || tate a moment, clothed with = that was precious 
there to make war upon the United Sjates. If we || to him in the way of name or fame, to p! 
had had a military power there which could have || himself into the chasm. The re may be those 
ide d the functions of L etch r himself, do || who, thinking that a post of personal dang 
you not believe the country would have been bet- || prefer to stand on the bank of the chasm, and to 
ter off Seeilie if it had been done, even if it had || throw their shafis at him. As for me, I pref 
been done by the sus » writ of habeas || to do as I have told you to-day, go down into the 
[fheha Virginia || the gulf with him, and share whatever porn fare 


of habeas ce rpus ? 


re conscious earth 


to ve 


! 
‘sident 


lunve 


suspe} 


er, 


vension of the 
d been put under arrest, 


corpus ? 


would have been worth millions more to-day than || is the re. I avow my approval of hissacts—every 
she is. |} one of them, 
What shall you say? What do you say? As- Mr. THOMSON. Mr. President, I am not 


saulted as you were by a hostile army, you raise 
an army to repel it; you fight a battle; you 
prisonets; you take oniy those men whom you 

find in arms; you confine them; but here is a non- | 


able to vote for this joint resolution. Although 
I approve of the first, second, third, and partly 
| of the fifth, k cannotconsent to give my 
to the fourth and sixth acts enumerated in the 
resolution, by which the President authorized the 
Commanding G@eral to suspend the writ of habeas 
corpus. 1d6 notrise to make a speech; but to give 
the reason why I cannot vote for Pe resolution. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Lam charged, a commit 
tee of conference, to make a re ae he if this 
| joint resolution could be laid aside, I should like 
| to present it. 


take | 


approval 
ppl 


ders, clothed with civil authority. 
on is the writ of habeas corpus. He never aimed 
peer he never leveled a cannon nor dis- 
charged one; but he finds a whole company of 
artillery in prison; he issues his writ: of habeas 
corpus, ;them in whole if the return is 
made to him; and the next day his artillery com- 


His great weap- 


dischares 


pany level their cannon against your own troops || Mr. SUMNER. I hope we shall have a vote 
again. You think it is the duty of the commander || on the resolution. 

to catch them again, do you? Youthink he should The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mz. Anrnony 
not interfere with the exercise of the authority of || in the chair.) The report of a committee of con- 


ielding the | 
than if he 
would count 


this civil magistrate, who is simply w 
writ of habeas ce rpus 2? He is worse 
agun against us, for 


ference is a privileged question. 
Mr. SIMMONS. If a vote can be taken now 
on the resolution, I shall not interpose. 


took then he 


buta man. ‘Taking the writ of habeas corpus, he Mr. CLARK. Let us vote. We can geta 
musters a company of men every time he can || vote now. 

have the writ executed and returned and pro- Mr. COWAN. Ihave something to say « 
nounce judg ment upon it. You think the func- || that subject. It is very short. 


tions of the magistrate should not be disturbed; || Mr. 
that we should arrest his artillerymen as fast as 
he discharges them, and we are to let this work 
of discl them from imprisonmé nt go on. 
I do not think so. I would not doit. Itis not 
a humane way of carrying on the war. 
The esident issued a proclamation calling | 
into the service of the United States forty-two 
thousandand thirty-four volunteers. Itwas clearly || be 
I am not satisfied it was necessary. | am 
If the Administra- 


SIMMONS. [If any further remarks are 
to be made upon it, I desire to make the report 
now. understand that reports of committees 
of conference have been considered privileged 
questions, 

Mr. COWAN. 
from Rhode Island to go on. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I move that the resolution 
laid aside informaily uytl 1 make this 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


considered the sense of the Senate 


larging 


I am satisfied for the Senator 


report. 
That will be 
unl 83 obj: ctl- 


i rale 
illegal: 


tion erred, | would not condemn them. That !| ed to. J an 
it was nota willful error,I believe. ‘That it was THE TARIFF BILL. 
a willful error, I think no man will assert. Be- Mr. SIMMONS. The committee of confer- 


sides, the proclamation itself informed the coun- || ence on the disagreeing votes of the 
try that it was to be of no validity unless it was || on the bill (H.R. No. 54) to provide 
sanctioned by the Congress of the United States, || revenue from imports, to pay the 
and accordingly you have been passing an ac t public debt, and for other purposes, have met, and 
j ion to sanction it. No man’s || after full and free conference, have agreed to ree- 
rights were interfered with; no man was com- || ommend, and do recommend to the respective 


pelled to enlist; no man was compelled to take a | Houses, that the Senate recede from isgmpace e- 
ment to the bill of the House, and the 4@mmittce 


two House 
increased 


interest on the 


commission. They never drew a sword, they 

never shouldered a gun; nota man ofthem. Do || recommend the following substitute. 

you think the liberties of the con untry have been I suppose, the only way, if the Senate choose 
endangered by thatact? Do you hesitate to accord || to act on it now, is to read the bill by sections 
to it your approval, and to say of the act of issuing || and adopt them. 

that proclamation that it shall be as valid as if it Mr. GRIMES. I will ask the Senator if he 


had the previous express sanction of the Congress, 
and no more valid? I do not hesitate to say it; 
and we owe it to the President of the United States 


does nog propose to have that printed? ‘lel 
been before us, 


Mr. SIMMONS 


lias not 


It is all printed now. 


to give to him the sanction of our approval, and Mr. GRIMES. It has never been before this 
to give to him whatever justice there is in the | body. 

assent in the legislative power of the United States; Mr. SIMMONS. Oh, yes. 

and so l vote fér the resolution, believing each Mr. GRIMES. I understand it to be a bill of 


one of these acts to have been necessary, except || the ich 
one, and believing that to have been done in the 


exercise of an honest judgment, even if a mis- 


House of Representatives, copies of wh 
have been distributed about the Chamber; but it 


| has never been under consideration here at all. 
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Mr. COLLAMER. 


jut part of it. 

Mr. GRIMES. A large part of it was 
under consideration here at all. 

Mr. SIMMONS. All I can say is, we found 
iton the table of the committee printed, every 
partof it,and I suppose itis as accessible to every 
other Senator as it 1s to the members of that com- 
mittee, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from lowa move that the bill be printed? 

Severul Senators. Oh, no! 

Mr. GRIMES. I do not make such a motion; 
but I desire to say I shall vote against any bill of 
such consequence as this, if | must vote without 
having an opportunity to read it. I understand 
it imposes direct taxation, and contains an income 
law, ahd affects the finances of the country very 
materially; and I cannot be expected to vote for 
such a proposition as that without having an 
opportunity to examine it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, sir, I think itmay 
be as well in that case, for I really do not want 
Senators to say they vote against this bill because 
they have had no opportunity to understand it, 
although this matter is pressing, and although the 
bill has been laid on our tables for four or five 
days; yet, if the Senator wants more time, and 
predicates his vote upon that, I am willing that it 
shall be deferred until to-morrow, to give him an 
opportunity to understand it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to accommo- 
date the Senator very much; but this bill has been 
printed. 

Mr. 


never 


FESSENDEN. 


| stricken out of the Senate substitute, raising reve- | 
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all that, unless they can come up to the measures 
absolutely necessary to provide that which is the 
foundation, at all times, of the material of war. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I suppose it may be proper 
to read the bill through; but I am perfectly satis- 
fied,and I think all Senators ought to be satisfied, 
that they have had a fair opportunity to read it 
for themselves. I will now explain to the Senate 
the modifications and alterations made in the bill 
in the committee of conference and the reasons 
for them; and I will state them as briefly as I 
can. 

I suppose there can be no apology for any Sen- 


ator not having read the bill as it passed the Sen- | 
ate, if it has not been read; and I do not suppose 


it has been read any more than the bill from the 
House. I have never read it anymore. We have 


nue from imports, the 10 per cent. additional duty. 


At the same time, we have raised, considerably | 
higher than the Senate bill proposed, the duties 
We have, in fact, im- | 


on brandies and spirits. 


, posed an additional duty on the mischievous lux- 


It is only a question | 


whether we shall raise money or not; whether we | 


can carry on the war. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I wish to adda word.’ The | 


part of the bill which the gentleman from Iowa 
seems to think has not been gonsidered in this 
body, that which relates to the regl estate tax, 
has been printed, and we have had it before us, 
although it has not been considered. It was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance after it came 
from the House, but has not been considered in 
this body. But I wish to say, sir, that this bill 
is essentially the same as the act which has been 
passed four or five times in the history of this 
Government. It was drawn cclabadty, § believe, 


by Mr. Gallatin and Mr. Hamilton, in 1794. It |! 


was passed again in 1813and 1814and 1815. There 
is nothing in it, as | understand it, but what has 
been the tried law of this Government ever since 
the beginning ofthe Government. The only ques- 
tion is whether we are to lay a direct tax at all, 
and apportion it among the States, according to 
the Constitution. 

Now, sir, there is nothing in that bill which 
would require its postponement, in order that gen- 
tlemen may consider it. Its details are all those 
which experience has tested. They are long, it 
is true; but I believe they are essentially the same 
with those of previous bills. The whale question 
is, whether we will sustain this measure of a di- 
rect tax; and that we can discuss just as well 
without reading over the details of the bill, or 
having it printed over again. e 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will add, m regard to 
the question to print, that this tax bill was origin- 
nally proposed in the House, and when proposed 


uries, the strong drinks, and we have omitted to 
place upo@the general consumption of the coun- 
try this 10 per cent., and then we have provided 
all the drawbacks for transportation and every- 
thing of that sort. 

Then again, we have reduced the income tax 
on the highest scale from 74 to 5 per cent. 
schedule of 5 per cent., which embraced most 


of the incomes, we put at 3; and on that por- | 
tion of an income which is derived from interest | 


from Government securities, we put 1} per cent. 
That will probably reduce the receipts from this 
tax from incomes, $10,000,000. It was called 
$30,000,000 originally, and I think it will be so 
very nearlynow. That is a mere matter of con- 
ecture. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. [ask the Senator to give 
way fora moment. I wish to make a privileged 
motion, and have it entered. 


Mr. SIMMONS. This happens to be one; but | 


I will give way, if it is only for a motion 
THE NATIONAL LOAN. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. A bill passed yesterday, 


on the report of the committee of conference, en- 
titled ** An act supplementary to the ‘ Act to au- 
thorize a national loan and for other purposes,’ ”’ 
one of the sections of which repeals the sub-Treas- 
ury law in part, and authorizes a deposit in any 


| specie-paying bank of Government money. I 


was not aware, when it passed, of that provision. 


| I move now to reconsider the vote of the Senate 


agreeing to that report. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If that motion is made, 
I want it put now, and have it settled at once. I 
will say to the Senate that that section to which 
the Senator alludes goes justso far as this: in the 


| present condition of the country, we have torely, 
| In a very great degree, on the banks, on the mon- 


they printed it, and sent it here; and it was laid on | 


our tables ten days or a fortnight ago. Again, 
when it was passed in the House, as amended 
with the income and other taxes in it, it was sent 
here, and on my motion, four or five days ago, 
that was printed and laid on our tables again; so 
that the whole measure has been before the Sen- 
ate fora long time in printed shape. Jt is a sim- 
ple q@iision. as the Senator from Vermont says, 
whether we shall lay a direct tax of $20,000,000; 
that is the amount of it. 


| the specie remain there, and take their bills, then 


eyed men of the country, for money; and if we 
insist upon retaining the law in its present con- 


dition, the banks, which must have, by the laws 


of the States, a certain quantity of specie in their 


vaults, to do their business and accommodate their | 
customers, cannot do what they are disposed to | 


do, and that is, to take largely, if these bills are 
passed, of the Government loan, and aid the Gov- 


ernment in every way they can by money; be- || 


cause, if the law stands as it is at present, they 
are obliged to take the specie out of their vaults 
in order to do it. 
in the present state of the country, to become de- 


positories, which is only another mode of letting 


|| they are ready to accomplish both purposes. It 
| is thought to be exceedingly necessary and wise 


I will only say to Sen- | 


ators in regard to it, that I want it understood by | 


every one; no one shall say or feel he has not had 
an opportunity to examine it; but I am satisfied 
that on the question, whether we pass this bill or 
not, depends the question whether we ean obtain 
any money to carry on the Government. I have 
it from the most reliable sources, that unless this 
provision is made for the payment of the interest 
which will accrue upon the loan we have author- 
ized; unless we come to it, and our constituents 


come to it, we may as well give up the idea of | enough, at all events; and there is no danger || 


attempting to obtain the loan that is absolutely 
necessary at the present time. It is useless for 
Senators to talk about carrying on the war, and 


| ceedingly necessary to be done. 
| DS 


i 


" 


to have this provision; and every business man 
acquainted with banks and their operations will 


see its necessity under the laws of the States; and | 


I cannot conceive, for this temporary purpose, 
any objection whatever to it. Thatis the opinion 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and the opinion 
of the committees of both Houses, that it is ex- 
The difficulty 
that arose before was, that they made this the 
basis to make large discounts; but, in the present 
condition of the country, the discounts are small 


whatever of evertrading. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not ask the consid- 
eration of the motion now. 


The | 


If, however, you allow them, | 


August 2. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do, because it is neces. 
sary. 

| Mr. TRUMBULL. I will merely ask that my 
motion be entered. F 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I ask that it be consiq- 
ered now. It is absolutely necessary that that 
bill should be disposed of to-day. It has already 
been delayed too long, and we may as well seittie 
it at once. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to enter the mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote of the Senate concur. 
ring in the report of the committee of conference 
on that bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
being taken up. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to its 
being taken up, if the Senate desire it. I did not 
wish to interfere with other business, and my 
object was merely to have the motion entered, sp 
that it might be considered hereafter. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. But the Senator in put- 
ting in the motion, and having it continued, not 
wishing to have action upon it, is just exactly 

| stopping all the operations of the Treasury wit); 
|| regard to getting money, when a day is of infinite 
| consequence. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not wish to delay it. 
| 


Well, sir, | insist on its 


| Iam willing to have it considered, if that is the 
desire of the Senate. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Anrnoyy 

| ifthe chair.) Is it the pleasure of the Senate to 

| take up the subject now? The Chair hears no 

| objection. 

Ar. SIMMONS. The question is on recon- 

sidering. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. And on that question, if 

| we are to consider it now, I will say a few words 

| to the Senate. 

Mr. BRIGHT. If the Senator from [Illinois 
will allow me, I wish to ask, how does this ques- 

|| tion get before the Senate and supersede the reg- 

|| ular business? 

|| The PRESIDING OFFICER. By the assent 

|| of the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. BRIGHT. But before that, there was a 
|| question pending undisposed of. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senate by unan- 
| imous consent allowed this subject to be counsid- 
| ered. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I did not give consent. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. You did not object. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I do not wish to interfere with 
| the business of the body; on the contrary, I should 
| like to aid it, and will aid it; but this 1s an over- 
riding of all rules to have three or four different 
questions before the Senate at the same time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in 
| order to tonsider the motion to reconsider at the 
present time, unless by unanimousconsent. There 
appeared to be unanimous consent a moment ago, 
when the Chair put the question. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
ator from Illinois that the bill we have passed 
repeals the sub-Treasury act. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. In part. 

Mr. BRIGHT. [understand the Senator from 
Maine admits that such is the fact. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No,sir; [ say it suspends 
the operation of part of it for a short time. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I apprehend, if the Senate 
generally understood that they were passing a bili 
repealing the sub-Treasury act, it would have re- 
| ceived much more attention and consideration than 

it did. That, sir, is one of the fundamental prin- 
| ciples on which this Government rests at this 
time. It is one of the great political issues that 
from time to time have engaged the attention 0! 
parties, and put them out and brought them into 
power. I am quite sure [ should not have con- 
sented, for one, to the passage of any act that 
looked to the repeal of any feature of the sub- 
Treasury act. It is too important a question to 
be disposed of in this way. If the Senator from 
Illinois proposes to do that, of course it will take 
a great deal of time. 

‘Mr. TRUMBULL. I propose to reconsider 
the bilf repealing that act. It passed without 
observation. 

Mr. BRIGHT. There is no objection to enter- 
ing the motion. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That is what I have done. 


|| Mr. BRIGHT. Some of us, however, would 
s like to vote on the proposition pending, which 13 
| the business of the morning, the joint resolution 


- . 
I understand from the Sen- 
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any remarks upon it, | hope we may be permit- 
ted to have that part of the bill read, so that we 
may understand what it is. 


‘fe 
1861. 
legalizing the acts of the President. I hope we 
may have a vote upon that, and that we shall then 
take up other questions in the order in which they yur ; \ . 
occur. Mr. TRUMBULL. I will ask for the reading 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The report | of that section which repeals the sub-Treasury 
from a committee of conference which was being | law. 
presented by the Senator from Rhode Island,isa The Secretary read it, as follows: 
nrivilered subject. “Src.6. nd he it further enacted, That the provisions 

Mr. BRIGHT. That isa privileged subject, of the act enuitled ‘ Soren te pens —— agen Aye meet 
and the Senator has a right to go on with its but || zatlon of the Treasury, and for the collection, sate Keep, 
the Senator from Illinois has the right to enter his 
irivileged motion. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is all I ask. 

Mr. BRIGHT. And I have a right to object 
to its consideration until the regular business is 
disposed of, and I do object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
cannot be censidered unless by the unanimous 
consent of the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The motion is entered, 
I suppose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. What do I understand to | 
be the ruling of the Chair? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a 
privileged question already before the Senate, and 
no subject can take precedence of it unless by the 
unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, sir, unanimous 
consent was given. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. To enter the 
motion; not to consider it at this time. 

Mr. BRIGHT. To enter the motion, but not 
to take it up and discuss it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The subject was taken 
up, and the discussion commenced by the Senator 
from Illinois. 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


to deposit any of the moneys obtained on any of the loans 
now authorized by law, to the credit of the Treasurer of 
the United States, in such solvent specie-paying banks as 
he may select; and the said moneys so deposited may be 
withdrawn from such deposit for deposit with the regular 
authorized depositaries, or for the payment of public dues, 


under this act, or the act to which this is supplementary, 
payable on demand, as may seem expedient to, or be di 
rected by, the Secretary of the Treasury.”’ 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, it will be 


tion introduced on the report of a committee of 
conference, so much of the sub-Treasury act as 
requires the moneys of the Government to be kept 
in its own depositories, so far as any money is 
raised by the loans which we have authorized, is 


dred million dollars; and by this section the Sec- 
_ retary of the Treasury is authorized to deposit 


is the old system over again of putting money into 
these banks; and you will have the old system 
the banks. We have just gone through in my 


I objected. 


up our banks, at a loss tothe people of that State 


Mr.McDOUGALL. It was not objected to in || of atleast $6,000,000. Itis embarrassing the State 
time. to-day more than the war. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is too late nog to || 1 know the bill says the deposits are to be in 
object. | solvent specie-paying banks. How long will they 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Lilinois entered a motion to reconsider, by 
unanimous consent. The Senator from Maine 
moved that the Senate proceed to take the ques- 
tion on that motion now. ‘The Senator from 
Indiana objects to that. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is in the power of the Sen- 
ate to postpone all other business and take it up. 
A majority of the Senate may do that. 

Mr. McDOUGALL, The Senator who made | 
this motion got up to discuss it after consent was 
civen; and was on the floor opening the discus- 
sion when the gentleman from Indiana addressed 
the Chair. | be put into what are called specie-paying banks, 

Mr. BRIGHT. The gentleman from Indiana || and then have the banks fail and we lose the 
objected as soon as he could get the floor. || money. Iam for adhering to the system which 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I say it was notintime; |) we have adopted. | think we can get along with- 
and | protest against the objection being made | out this resort to the banks as depositories; and, 
now. | as the proposition passed without my notice »with- 

Mr. BRIGHT. I objected in due time. |, out consideration, 1 made the motion to recon- 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The Presiding Officer | 
asked if any objection was made; and no objec- 
tion being made, the subject came before the 
Senate. | the bill; and lest I should be accused of taking up 

Mr. BRIGHT. I objected within the rules to | 
the consideration of the motion until the regular | 
business is disposed of. Itisin the power of the 
Senate, of course, to postpone the regular busi- 
ness by vote, if they choose todo so. I do not | 
object to that. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, sir, I move to post- 
pone all other business, and proceed to the con- |! 
sideration of the motion of the Senator from IIli- 
nois to reconsider, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
that the Senate postpone all prior orders, with a 
view to proceed to the consideration of the motion | 
of the Senator from Illinois to reconsider the vote 
by which the Senate agreed to the amendments of 
the House to the bill (S. No. 41) supplementary 
to an act entitled ‘*An act to authorize a national | 
loan, and for other purposes.”’ || time. 

_The motion was agreed to; there being on a | 
division—ayes twenty-threc, noes not counted. 

_Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not desire to take up 
time on this subject. ‘The Senator from Maine 

is mistaken in supposing I wish to delay the mat- 
ter. Tam willing that it shall come up now and 
be voted on; but it passed without my observa- 
tion, and I desire that a law repealing 

Mr. COLLAMER. If the gentleman will in- | 

dulge me one moment, before we proceed with 


be solvent specie-paying banks? I do not believe, 


to be dependent on the banks. I am glad to have 
the codperation of the banks. I know that many 


and perhaps some of them may be able to go 


and if we are to borrow alarge amount of money 
and effect a loan, as we may do in Europe, ora 


in order to embarrass the Government—he cer- 


will not even now undertake to discuss the ques- 
tion any further than simply to call attention to it 
that the Senate may know what this proposition 
is; and then if a majority of the Senate think 
| proper to adopt the section it will be understand- 
ingly; the country will understand it; and we shall 
|| understand for ourselves what we have done. For 
_myself, as at present advised, I desire to vote 
against that proposition. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. Mr. President, the Sen- 


ions of that act to be sound now; but we have an 


ceive facilities from the little centers where money 
is aggregated in the various parts of the country. 


' may leave it there, and draw it from that geint. 


fication of the bill. 








passed August 6, 1846, be, and the same are hereby, sus- | 
pended, so far as to allow the Secretary of the Treasury | 


or paid in redemption ofthe notes authorized to be issued | 


It is. |! seen that by this section, which was a new sec- |} 


repealed. We have authored the borrowing, in | 
one form or another, of some two or three hun- | 


that money in solvent specie-paying banks. It | 


over again, in the end, of losing your money in | 


State, the State of Illinois, a process of winding | 


and I am not willing toadmit,as the Senator from | 
Maine seems to intimate, that this Governmentis | 


banks are honestly managed. Many of them will | 
endeavor to prevent suspending specie payments, | 


through the crisis; but there is great danger of | 
the banks suspending specie payments every day; | 


loan among our own citizens, I do not want it to | 


sider; not, let me spy to the Senator from Maine, | 
tainly does not think I desire that—not to defeat | 


time, and preventing the enactment of this bill, I | 


ator from Illinois knows very well that the pro- | 
visions of the sub-Treasury bill were maintained | 
| by myself as well as by him for many years; | 
and I believe the policy expressed in the provis- 


altogether different condition of affairs at this | 
We have to raise money; we have to re- || effect of bringing this country, by an almost 


The point of this measure is that where we bor- 
row money, where they furnish us money, we 


It is a inere matter of finance, and a good modi- 
Il fought for the sub-Treas- 
| ury when the Senator from Illinois did; Ido not 
depart from my notions as to the propriety of that 
system; but we want money, and it is a matter 
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of policy, where we obtain money in New York, 
| Philadelphia, or Boston, and the interior cities of 

the country, where they furnish us funds, to al- 

low it to remain there until we have occasion to use 
{| at It is a good, sound measure of policy; and 

we can now depart from measures we advocated 
|| many years since, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
is, ** Willthe Senate reconsider the vote agreeing to 
the report of the committee of conference upon the 
bill supplementary to ap act to authorize a loan, 
and for other purposes?’’ 

Mr. POLK. Have the yeas and nays been 
asked on that question ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No, sir. 

Mr. POLK. ‘Then | ask for them. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 16, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bingham, Breckinridge, Bright, 
Browning, Doolittle, Harris, Johnson of Missouri, King, 
Latham, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Saulsbury, Thomson, and 
Trumbull—16. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Carlile, Chandler, Clark, Col 
' lamer, Cowan, Dixon, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, 

Hale, Howe, Kennedy, Lane of Indiana, Me Dougall, Mor 
rill, Sherman, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Wade, Wil- 
| mot, and Wilson—24. 


. . . & 

So the motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Mr. President, I ask 


leave of the Senate to make a very brief personal 
explanation. In the course of the discussion, 
yesterday, between the Senator from Oregon { Mr. 
Baker] and myself, that Senator was speaking 
of what would probably have been done in ancient 
Rome. The Senator expressed certain opinions, 
and another Senator in an audible voice said, 
** Hurled from the Tarpeian rock;”’ to which | 
made a sharp reply that certainly went to the very 
verge of parliamentary decorum. 1 discover by 
the Globe this morning, and have Jearned from 
other sources, that that remark dropped from the 
Senator from Maine, [Mr. Fessenven.} | have 
ascertained, sir, that I was mistaken not only in 
regard to the Senator who made the remark, but 
that I was mistaken altogether in the spirit in 
which it was made. The relations between the Sen- 
| ator from Maine and myself have always been of 
the kindest character; and lam quite sure it would 
be as far from his purpose to offer me an affront 
as it would be from me to offer him one. Con- 
sequently, I desire to express my regret at any- 
thing harsh or unkind that. may be contained in 
myreply. It is due, also, to the Senator from 
Maine to say that I make these remarks entirely 
of my own motion, without any suggestion from 
i him. I had no allusion to him at all, sir. 
THE TARIFF BILL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER,(Mr. Anruony. 
The question before the Senate is the report of 
the committee of conference on the revenue bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 1 was about to state what 
alterations the committee had made in the bill as 
it passed the Senate. | have stated what has been 
done in reference to the impost duties, I believe; I 
will not repeat it. We have added to the bill that 
passed tifSenate the principal features of the bill 
passed by the House of Representatives for as- 
sessing and collecting a direct tax, to the amount 
of $20,000,000, on all of the States of the Union; 
and we have put on the income tax as it passed 
the Senate, but reducing the rates of tax; lower- 
ing them about one third, ora little over. We 
lowered the rate upon incomes because we impose 

| direct taxes on property, and thought it was right 
{| to mitigate, in some degree, the burdens of the 
|| people. We were induced to substitute this di- 
rect tax because we had reduced the imps upon 
the general consumption of the country ff0m what 
|| the Senate had passed nearly to the same amount 
|| that we put on by direct taxes; and the motive, 
|| the reason that influenced me, and, I presume, 
|| the rest of the committee, was, that the moral 


| unanimous vote, to impose direct taxes, would 
be greater than any other form of imposition we 
could resort to. We are almost all willing to tax 
imports. Some do it for one motive; some for 
'another. I have stated all the time, while I have 
| been urging an increase of the duties, that I did 
| not want it for the purpose of protection to the 
| industrial pursuits of the country; but that I went 
| for it merely as a revenue measure. In my judg- 
| ment, simply as a revenue measure, | prefer it 
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now to direct taxe 
w ld be one half 


country, or of the 


world, of what it would be to 


see Congress come square up to the work and tax 
property directly. I know its effect, and it is the 
mo certain way of getting the money that can 


no doubt about that. 
iderations that induced the 
imittee to change the form of taxation, that 
the world might know that whenever this coun- 
try was driven to sustaimits credit by resort to 
was nothing which it would shield 
mm its exactions—no §s pecies of prop rty. ] am 


! y be resorted to: 
, . | . 
ihese were the cons 


tion, there 


tlhe more inclined to vote for this particular meas- 
ure of the Hous Ri presentatives, because it 
d not tax any property unless the value is over 
ve hundred dollars. Itdoes not tax a little home- 
tead inthe West. It does not tax that class of 
people whom | have always hitherto known to 
be taxed, who are too poor ever to pay a tax. 
Th are tl neral considerations. I do not 
uppose that if 1 should talk a week I could as- 
rn any better reasons, or that if the bill was read 
through forty times the Senate would und rstand 
iwany better than they now do. 


Ir. ROLK 

from Rhode Island whether by this 
| there is any imposition of duties on the list 

that is free by the Morrill tariff, as it is called? 
Mr. SIMMONS. We have taken as mu 


five-eighths of it and put it into a very hig 


senator 


ich as 
-h duti- 
a ble ¢ las 


.Mr. ¢ COLLAMER. Mr. President, I do not 


| should like to understand from 


THE CONGRESSIO 


; but I do not think the effect 
upon the capitalists of this 


know that | can make this matter any clearer; 
but | will give a brief statement of the bill as itg| 
inds now. 
in the first place, the bill as it stands now, alters 


1 
tl 


he duties ca yn ae s. ‘The House of Repre- 
bill, put duties on sugar, tea, 
ind coffee, which are free under thee Xisting law. 
They also have taken some of the free list and 
put itin the taxable lists. 
Hou made it, vith 
that while 


entatives, in their 


this alteration: we found 
they had undertaken to tax these ne- 
cessaries of life, tea, sugar, and coffee, the y had 
t raised thé duty upon brandies, SpIrlts, 
or wines. ‘I'he yt ixed the necessaries of life, but 
did not tax its luxuries, which stood as they did 
in the In this committee we took the 
which I have now mentioned, and raised 
them from 30 to 40 per cent. The free list which 
had taxed, we left as they did. So much in 
That is all that 

*.bill, essentially. 


silks, 


old bill. 


arucies 


lation to the tariff. 


ith the tariff The duty 
Hiouse bill being 2} cents a pound, was 
reduced to 2 cents a pound on raw sugars. 

Now, | come to the direct tax. The direct tax 
is $20,000,000, apportioned according to the Con- 
stitution, from which we shall realize perhaps 
$12,000,000, with the right to the States to as- 

ume it. No doubt they generally will assume it, 
because they have made advances out of their 
own money for the fitting out of volunteers, which 
we have passed a bill to settle; and the States 
thus made advances, will no doubt as- 


has been 
done w 


in the 


who have 


sume this-tax upon themseives, getting the 15 per 
cent. discount, and pay it by settlif® their ac- 
counts. ‘There was, in the bill which came from 


the House of Repr 
lation to internal duties upon carriages, upon 
watches, upon distilleries. We found it excced- 
ingly ated in its arrangements and ma- 
chinery,and were somewhatdoubtful ofits results; 
and inasmuch as it was said 
Representatives entertained very much a desire 
not to have any more United States officers in the 
States than they could help; and inasmuch as that 
was a cies of tax that the States could not as- 
sume, Décause they could not know its amount 
until it was collected, we agreed to leave out that 
provision. 

Now, we come to the income tax. 
of Representatives 

ibject; 


compile 


the Senate had passed a different one. 
ihe Senate bill was taken in its leading features. 
‘The Senate had laid the income tax upon all in- 
s above $1,000, and put the tax at 5 per cent.; 
but when we did that, there was no direct tax 
betore us. When they had the direct tax putinto 
the bill, the House fixed the income tax on all 
incomes above $600, at 3 per cent. As a compro- 
mise with them, we agreed on making it apply to 
all incomes above $800, at 3 per cent. That is the 
way the bill stands now. Some modifications 


com 


that the House of 


‘sentatives, a large provision | 


The House | 


had passed one bill on the | 


That stands as the |! 


were required in the Senate bill as to the income 
tax, for this reason: it became necessary, as we 
put in the direct tax, to provide, and it is pro- 

vided, that, in ascertaining the income, you shall 
not take into consider: tion the products of the 


real estate that is taxed under the direct tax por- 
tion of the bill; but, according to the bill which 
the Senate pass Md, it would have been. In this 
bill it is not, so as to avoid taxation on the same 


preperty in two ten 

Now, I have stated what are the essential and 
leading features of this bill. It contains the tariff 
bill modified, as I have stated, a provision fora 
direct tax of $20,000,000, with a right of assump- 


tion by the States, and an income tax on all in- | 


comes above Ss00. 

Mr. GRIMES. What is the direct tax on? 

Mr. COLLAMER. On all real estate. 

Mr. GRIMES. Not on personal property? 

Mr. COLLAMER. No, sir. 

Mr. KING. Has it been read? 

Mr. COLLAMER. Ifgentlemen have chosen 
to read it; they have had it on their tables a long 
time. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator says 
this on our tables a long while. 
formed; I may not understand the case; but as I 
understand it, the chamman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means of the House of Represent- 
atives introduced a direct tax bill of seventy-four 
pages, making a very respectable sized book; the 
House of Representatives took this up and re- 
ferred it to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and they made sundry amendments. Itis that bill, 
as amended, as 1 understand it, or a portion of 
that bill, as amended, which 
conference have incorporated into this bill, and 
we are now called upon to act on it, and not the 
bill as laid upon our tables. Am I right? 

Mr. COLLAMER. I suppose that bill, as the 
House finally passed it, was ae ly printed, 
though I have not read it myself, but I saw it in 
committee. 

Mr. GRIMES 
printed ; 


we have had 


I think that it has not been 
at any rate no bill of this character has 
been laid on our tables since the 23d of July. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Doesthe Senator wish to 
defer it that he may examine it? | agree entirely 
with the honorable Senator from Maine that I 
would have no Senator say, from any action of 
mine, that he has not had the opportunity to 
examine a measure, if be desires it. 

Mr. GRIMES. Lhave nevereven known until 
this moment that there was no tax on personal 
property in these bills; but that all this is to go 
on real estate. lam willing to vote on it, if the 
Senate is. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I stated before, and I state 
now, that the bill is essentially the same, in all its 
essential features, with the bill by which a direct 
tax has been laid four times in this Government, 
lived under and collected; and there never was a 
tax on personal property by@his Government. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I wille ne to the Senator 
from lowa, that it is competent for any State to 
assume its quota of this direct tax, and pay it into 
the Treasury with a deduction of 15 per cent., 
and take its 
they tax personal property now in the States, they 

can tax personal property to get the money under 
this bill into their treasuries; so that it will leave 
personal property as the States now leave it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. L trust the passage of this 
bill will not be delayed. Itis manifest that unless 
we close the business of Congress this week, it 


will be almost impossible to retain a quorum of 


the other House after Mond ay. Ihave been in- 
formed by leading members of the House that it 
will be impossible to retain a quorum of that 
House beyond Monday morning. I will say, in 
regard to this bill, that I have road the various 
elements of the bill in different bills, and I believe 
it now has assumed a form that all of us can vote 
for without any sacrifice of the interests of our 
constituents, If itis necessary to pass any direct 
tax bill at all, this is as mild a form as it can be 
in; and I trust, therefore, this bill may be taken, 
partly on credit; ant I think, on the whole it is 
a faygpcompromise of the various elements to be 
consulted in a tax bill. 

Mr. KING. This report has not been read. 
There are disputes about it. I should like to hear 


the report read; we may then have an opportunity 
to know what it is. Some gentlemen think there 


this committee of 


own machinery for collecting it. If 





NAL GLOBE. 


1 may be misin- || 


August 


are provisions in it that are material, and some 
that are immaterial. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
will read the report of the commit 
ence, 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

The committee of conference, on the disagreeing yor 


Ti ne Se Cre tary 
tee of confer. 


es 

of the two Houses on the bill (fH. R. No. 54) to proy 
increased revenue trom imports, 3, tO pay inferest on th pul 
lie debt, and for other purposes, having met, after full and 
free conference have agreed to recommend to their resneer. 
ive Houses as follows : Se. 
That the Senate recede from their amendment to saiq 


bill, and the committee agree to the foliowing as a su 
tute: 
J.P. SIMMONS, 
J. COLLAMER, 
Managers on the part of the Senate, 
THADDEUS STEVENS, 
JUSTIN 8S. MORRILL. 
ERASTUS CORNING, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


the interest on the public debt, and for other purpos 
3e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the Uniied States of lmerivca in Congress assembled, '[\yo1 
from and after the date of the passage of this act, in lieu of 
the duties heretofore imposed by law onthe articles her 
after mentioned, and on such as may now be exempt fi 
duty, there shall be levied, collected, and paid, on the 
goods, w ares, and merchandise herein enumerated and pr . 
vided for, imported from foreign countries, the follo 
duties and rates of duty, that is to say: First. On ra 
sugar, commonly called Muscovado or brown sugar, a 4 
on sugars not advanced above No. 12, Dutch standard, by 
claying, boiling, clarilying, or other proce 
of sugar or of sugar cane and concentrated molasses, 
concentrated melado, 2 cents per pound, and on y 
and clayed sugar, when advanced beyond the raw sta 
above No. 12, Dutch standard, by clarilying or other pro 
cess, and not yet refined, 


A bill to provide increased revenue from imports, to ; 


Ww > 





8s, and On sirup 


2Leents per pound; on refined 
sugars, whether loaf, lump, crushed, or pulverized, 4 cents 
per pound; on sugars after being refined, when they are 
tinctured, colored, or in any way adulterated, and on sugar 
candy,6 cents per pound ; on molasses, 5 cents per gall 
Provided, That all sirups of sugar or of sugar cane, ¢ 
eentrated molasses or melado, entered under the name of 
molasses, or any other name than sirup of sugar or of sugar 
cayg,concentrated molasses, or concentrated melado, shia! 
be eri. to forfeiture to the United States ; on all teas, 15 
cents per pound; on almonds, I 
almonds, 6 cents per pound; on brimstone, crude, 
ton; on brimstone, in rolls, 86 per ton; on coffee, of all 
kinds, 4 cents per pound ; on cocoa, 3 cents per pound ; on 
cocoa leaves and cocoa sliells, 2 cents per pound 3 on ec 
prepared or manufactured, 8 cents per pound ; on chiccory 
root, | cent per pound; and on chiccory, ground, 2 cents 
per pound ; on chocolate, 6 cents pei pound 3 On cassia, 10 
cade per pound ; cassia buds, 15 cents per pound ; on cin 
namon, 20 cents per pound; on cloves, 8 cents per pound; 
on cayenne pepper, 6 cents per pound 3 on on cayenne pep- 
per, ground, 8 cents per pound ; ; On currants, 5 cents per 
pound; on argol, 3 ceats per pound ; on cream tartar, 6 
cents per pound; on tartaricsacid and tartar emetic, aid 
tochelle salts, 10 cents per pound; on dates, 2 cents per 
pound ; on figs, 5 cents per pound ; ; On ginger root, 3 cents 
per pound ; on ginge ry ground, 5 5 cents per pound; on | 
orice pas ste and juice, 5 cents per pound; licorice root, 


1 cent per pound; on mace and nutimegs, 20 cents per 


4 cents per pound ; she! 


ST 
oo per 


} pound; on nuts of all kinds not otherwise provided for, 2 


| on spirits distilled from grain or other materials, 


cents per pound; on pepper, 6 cents per pound ; on pimen 
to, 6 cents per pound; on plums, 5 cents per pound; on 
prunes, 5 cents per pound ; on raisins, 5cents per — id 5 on 
unmanufactured Russia he mp, $40 perton ; on Ma ud 
other hemps of India, §25 per ton; on lead in pigs ol ‘b ir, 
$1 50 per 109 pounds 5 in sheets, $2 25 per 100 pound 

on white lead, dry or ground in oil, and red lead, $2 25 per 
100 pounds ; on salt, in sacks, 18 cents per 100 pouuds, and 
in bulk, 12 cents per 100 pounds ; on soda ash, 4 cent per 
pound ; on bicarbonate of soda, | ceat per pound; on sat 
soda, } cent per pound ; on caustic soda, 1 cent per pound; 
on chloride of lime, 30 cents per 100 pounds ; on saitpeter 

erude, 1 cent per pound; refined, or partially refined, 2 
cents per pound ; on turpentine, 10 cents per gallon ; on oil 
of cloves, 70 cents per pound ; on brandy, $1 25 per gallon; 


5U cents 


| per gallon ; on gum copal, and other gums or resinous sub- 


} centum ad valorem; on rags, of whatever material, 


} nanas, and plantains, 


stances used forthe s 
10 cents per pound. : 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That, from and after 
the day and year aforesaid, there shall be levied, collected, 
and paid, on the importation of the articles hereinafter men- 
tioned, the following duties, that is to say: on arrow root, 
20 per centum ad valorem; on ginger, preserved or pickled, 
30 per centum ad valorem; on limes, lemons, oranges, ba- 
20 per centum od valorem; on Pe ru- 
vian bark, 15 per centum ad valorem; on quinine, 30 pet 
lv p r 


ame or similar purposes as gum copal, 


|} centum; on gunpowder, 30 per centum ad valorem ; on 


| tured, and on vegetable ivory, 10 per centum a 


feathers and downs, 30 per centum ad valorem; on hit 

10 per centum ad velorem ; on sole and bend Jeather, 30 per 
cenutum ad valorem; on India rubber, raw or unmanuiac- 
tured, 10 per centuim ad valorem; on India rubber shoes 
and boots, 30 per centum ed valorem; on ivory manuf ic- 
hi alc ITC, 
on wines of all kinds, 50 per centum ad sedtvem 3 ; on silk 
in the gum, not more advanced in the manufacture than 
singles, tram, and thrown or organzine, 25 per centum ¢ cd 
valorem: on ali silks valued at not over $1 ver square yal l, 
30 per centum ad valorem; on all silks valued at over $1 
per square yard, 40 per ce ntum ad valorem ; on ali silk vel 


vets, or velvets of which silk is the component material of 


chief value, vaiued at $3 per square yard, 35 per centum 
ad valorem ; valued at over $3 per square yard, 40 per cen 
tum ad valorem 3 on floss silks, 30 per centum ad valores ; 
on silk ribbons, galloons, braids, fringes, laces, tassels, but- 
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rons, butt va cloths, trimmings, and on silk twis® twist com 


sed of mohair and siik, sewing silk in the gum or puri 
i, and all other manufactures of silk, or ot which silk 
of chief value, not other 


shall be the component material 





wise provided for, 49 per centum ad 1 rem. 
Sec. 3. ind he it further enacted, That allar 
wares, and merchandise, imported from beyond the Cape 





of Good Hope in foreign vessels, not entitled by reciprocal 
ies to be exempt from discriminating dutics, tonnage, 

id other charges, and all other articles, goods, wares, and 
merebandise not imported direct from the place of their 
ywth or production, or in foreign vessels, entitled by re 
procal treaties to be exempt from discriminating duties, 
tonnage, and other charges, shall be subject to pay, in addi 
tion to the duties imposed by this act, 10 per centaum ad 
lorem: Provided, Vhat this rule shall not apply to goods, 


ires, and merehandise imported trom beyond the Cape 
Good Hope in Am rican vessels. 
Sec. 4. And be i t further enacted, ‘That, from and after 


the passage of this act, there shall be allowed on all articles 
wholly manufactured of materials imported, on which du- 
ties have been paid, when exported, a drawback, equal in 
inount to the duty paid on such materials and no more, 
to be ascertained under such regulations as shall be pre 
‘ribed by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury : Provi led, That 
10 per centum on the amount of all drawbacks, so allowed, 
hall be retained, for the - of the United States, by the 
collectors paying such drawbacks, respectively. 
Ind be it further enacted, That all goods, wares, 
and merchandise, actually on shipboard and bound to the 
United States, and all goods, wares, and merchandise, on 
deposit in warehouses or public stores at the date of the 
passage of this act, shall be subjectto pay such duties as are 
p vided by law before and at the time of the passage of this 
ict: And providgd further, Tiat all goods deposited in pub- 
lic store or bonded warehouse after this act takes effeetand 
goes into operation, if designed for consumption in the Uni- 
te . States, must be withdrawn therefrom, or the duties 
thereon paid in thgee months after the same are deposited, 
and goods designed for exportation and consumption in for- 
eign countries may be withdrawn by the owner at any time 
before the expiration of three years after the same are de- 
posited, such goods, if not withdraan in three years, to be 
regarded as abanduned to the Government, and sold under 
such regulations as the Seeretary of the ‘Treasury may pre- 
scribe, and the proceeds paid into the Treasury : Provided, 
‘That merchandise, upon which the owner may have neg- 
lected to pay duties within three months from the time of 
its deposit, may be withdrawn and entered tor consumption 
at any time within two years of the time of its deposit, 
upon the payment of the legal duties, with an addition of 
29 per centum thereto: Provided also, That merchaygise 
upon which duties have been paid, if exported to a foreign 
country within three years, shal! be entitled to return du- 
ties, proper evidence of such merchandise having been 
landed abroad to be furnished to the collector by the im- 
porter, | per centum of said duties to be retained by the 
Government. 


SEC. o. 





Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the act entitled 


“Anactto provide for the paymentot outstanding Treasury 
iotes, to authorize a loan, to regulate and fix the duties on 
imports, and for other purposes,”’ approved March 2, 1861, 
be, and the sae is hereby, amended as follows, that is to 
Say: First, in section sex, article first, after the words ‘in 

rdiais and,” strike out *4iquors” and insert * liqueurs 3”? 
second, in the same section, after the word ‘ represent,’ 
insert ** Provided, also, ‘ThatgMNo lower rate or amount of 
duty shall be Jevied, collected, and paid on brandy, spirits, 
and all other spirituous beverages, than that now fixed by 
Jaw for the description of first proof, but shall be increased in 
proportion for any greater strength than the strength of first 


proof ;°? third, section twelve, article first, after the words | 


“18 cents,” where they first occur, insert “ or less ;” 
fourth, section thirteen, article second, after the word 
“manufacturer,” insert ‘* except hosiery ;”’ fifth, in the 
same section, article third, strike out ** wool,’? wherever it 
occurs, and insert in each place ‘** worsted 3” sixth, in 
section fourteen, article first, after the words “ten per 
centuim,” insert ** ad valorem;”? Seventh, insection fifteen, 
betore the word ‘ yarns,” insert ** hemp; in the same 
section, after the word “ sheetings,”’ insert ‘‘ of flax or 
hemp ;’? and strike out ‘jute goods,” and in lieu thereof 
insert “ jute yarns 5”? eighth, in section twenty-two, strike 
out the words ** unwrought clay, $3 per ton ;’? ninth, in 
section nineteen, strike out ‘* compositions of glass or paste 
not set, intended for use by jewelers:’? tenth, in section 
twenty-two, strike out ‘compositions of glass or paste, 
when set;”? eleventh, in section twenty-three, article 
sheathing metal, strike out “yard,” and insert “ fot 3’? in 
ection seven, clause fifth, the words ** on screws, washe d 
r plated, and all other screws, of iron or any other metal,’ 
shall be stricken out, and the words ** on screws, of any 
other metal than iron,” shall be inserted. 


Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 
of acts repugnant to the provisions of this act be, and the 
same are hereby, repealed: Provided, That the existing 
laws shall extend to, and be in foree for, the collection ot 
the duties imposed by this act forthe prosecution and pun- 
ishment of all offenses, and for the recove ry, collection, 


distribution, and remission of all fines, penalties, and for- | 


fe —— as fully and effectually as if every regulation, pen- 

alty, forfeiture, provision, clause, matter, and thing to that 

effe ‘et in the existing laws contained, had been inserted in 
ind reénacted by this act. 

Sr Cc 
$20,000,000 be, and is here by, annually laid upon the Uni- 
ted States, and the same shall be, and is here by, appor- 
tioned to the States, eens ly, in manner following : to 
the State of Maine, $420,826; to the State of New Hamp- 
sliire, $218 9406 662; “to the State of Vermont, $211,068; to 


the State of Massachusetts, $824,581 33}; to the State of 


Rh “le nee ind, $116,963 663; to the State of Connecticut, 
S38,214 5; to the St: ite of New York, $2,603,918 663 ; to the 
State of New Jersey, $450,134; to the State of re nnsyl- 
Vania, $1,946,719: 33} ; to the State of Del: tware, $74,683 331. 


to the State of Maryland, $436,823 33}; to the State of || 


Virginia, $937,550 663; to the State of North Carolina, | 
s $576,194 2 





NGRESSIO 


Iam re ques ste od by a good many 
rs to withdraw the « r the reading of 
l. Itis my opinion ‘that every bill which 
should be read at length 
so as to give everybody an op portunity 
But Lam sat utisfied, 
Intention 
t comes frou | the committee 
1 am myself disposed to vote for all the measures 

whichare,in the judgment of the majority, deems a 
ecessary, whether my own individual opinion 
with them or not, me l ena should 
in our action. 


from what I hear 
pass this 
~ conference. 


I hope the reading will go on, at 
ec how much is levied on the States. 
Lich J have here is being modified, as 
from the reading. 

I have waived my « 
no control over*any other Senator. 

I hope the reading will be con- 
» further, at any rate. 

The Secretary continued me gos tag gs 


I perceive 


of South C 
: ; 3 to the St te of 
totne State ot Miesieslppl, $413,085 66? >to 
te of Louisiana, $385,886 663; to the State of Ohio, 
> State of Kentucky, $713,695 33}; to 
$ to the State of Indiana, 
1; tothe State of [ili 
i, $76 7 33h; to the State 
'; to the State of 
lichigan, $501,763 


e 3 to the St ate of F lorid: he 
> te ) the State of ~ 


355. 106 662 
Wisconsin, 
$ 519, 688 663 ; to the State of California, $254,538 663; to 
State of Minnesota, $108,524; to the State of Oregon, 
: Territory of New Mexico, 
$26,982 ; to the 
53 tO the Te rr itory of Ne bri aska, 


"Terri tory ot Utah, Territory of Wash- 


o, oo 005 3383. 
$3,241 33}; to the District of Columbia, $49,437 33}. 
And be it further enacted, 
sing the above tax and collecting the same, 
» United States be, and he is hereby, authorized 
», respectively, the States and Territories of the 
» District of Columbia, into conveni- 
ent collection districts, aud to-nominate ¢ 
‘onsentof the Senate, 
sor and a collector for each such district, Ww who — be fre e 
sident within the same: 
3 a ‘Territories, as well as a Dis tric t of 

5 if the President shall deem it proper 
ind provided further, That ‘the 
appointment of said assessors and collectors, or any of them, 
de until on or after the second T 


That tor the purpose of | 


United States 
* by and with 
to appoint an asses- 


erected into one 


shall not be 


I will dispense with the further 
x, so far as I am concerned. 
SIDING OFFICER. 
will be dispensed with. 
concurring with the committee of conference in 
this report 

‘+; POWELL and Mr. SAULSBURY « 
and they were caeae 
say, simply, | 
that while I ed vote for this bill as a necessary 

I do not believe it is equality. 

I have steadily voted against 

| all appropriations to carry on this war. 
against the loan bill, and I have steadily voted 
| against all war supplies. 
cause | was opposed to the war; because I be- 
lieved that the war was calculated to eternally 
sever the States of this Union, and that it would 
result in no good, but manifest evil to every in- 
| terest of the entire country. 
votes that I have, I cannot conscientiously vote 
I knew that the heavy amount of | 
war supplies that were being voted by Congress | 
would necessarily result in the most onerous tax- | 
Those gentlemen who voted | 


The PRE 


The reading 
The question is upon 


for the yeas and nays; 


.OUGALL. 


I wish to 


war measure 


POWELL. 


I cast those votes be- 


Having cast the 


for this bill. 





| ation of the people. 

for those war measures, I suppose, 

tiously vote for this bill; for the votes which they 
| have given lead directly to it. 
for war measures and for war loans can properly 
vote for the taxes to raise the money to pay the 
I, having opposed the war, having voted 
against the loan, having voted against the 
bine wt s, deem it my duty to vote ag: inst this 
which I shall do. 


WILKINSON. 


can conscien- 


Those who vote | 


. 5. Ind be it further enacted, That a direct tax of 


I do not 
which proposes to raise 
I would give 


| money for ‘carryil ing on this war. 
every dollar that I could raise to carry it on, so 
far as I am individually concerned; but I do not 
like to vote for a proposition which cannot be 
carried out practically. This tax is proposed to | 
be lev ied according to the population in the several | 
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States. Itis alive to everybody that the cap- 
ital, the wealth of this nation, is in the East and 
in the older States. You may take the State of 
Rhode Island, for instance, and « ompare it with 
the State of Minnesota. It pays buta trifle more 
than the State of Minnesota; and yet we have no 
money there. It will be utterly impossible, in 
my judgm« nt, to raise this tax in the new loyal 
States of the Union. 1 do not see where the 
money can possibly come from. If the tax could, 
under the Constitution, be levied on the oe 
property of the whole country, then a 
tainly be willing to vote for it; but under the pro 
visions of the Constitution, | do not suppose th 
such a law could constftutionally be pass aed. it 
seems to me, however, that it is unwise to pass 

a law which cannot from its very nature be car- 
ried into effect. : 

[am told by gentlemen that we must vote this 
tax or fail to sustain the Governmentin carrying 
on the war. Lam placed ina very peculiar situ- 
| ation. [do not like todoeither. I want to carry 
on the war with all the power there is in the Gov- 
ernment, and yet I want to resort to such means 
as are within the power of the Government, such 
means as can be resorted to. Here w® are re- 
sorting to means which I think cannot possibly 
be realized. Everybody knows that you cannot, 
in the presente mbarrassed condition of the coun- 
try, go to the new States and raise the levy that 
is made by this tax law. At the same time I do 
not like to embarrass the action of the Govern- 
ment; and if this is the only way by which the 
Government can realize the means necessary to 
carry on the war, | shall be obliged to vote for 
the bill, though I do it very reluctantly indeed. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I willsaytotheSenator from 
Minnesota, that before this tax becomes payable, 
Minnesota will have enough Treasury notes spent 
there for grain and provisions and cattle, to pay 
this tax ten times over. If it had not been for 
that, I should never have voted for it. We are 
going to buy these things in Minnesota, 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Certain Senators who are 
loudest in urging the prosecution of this war, it 
seems to me, are the last to vote the necessary 
means for carrying it on; but we have got this 
stern and stubborn reality before us, and we have 
to ** face the music’’ or give itup. Now, Isay, 
for the State I represent, we are willing to ** face 
the music;”’ we are willing to bear our equal por- 
tion of this direct tax, and that is the only thing 
we are equalized in; for we furnish an over-pro- 
portion of men for the Army, and receive no share 
or proportion of the officers of the Army. We 
are, nevertheless, willing to ** face the music’’ and 
bear the brunt of this thing, and | am willing to 
stand or fall, so far as | am concerned, by it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I cannot allow the Senator 
from New Jersey to say that his State does not 
have a fair proportion of the officers, compared 
with myState. Lexpect the State of Rhode Island 
will not only pay its quota of the direct tax, but 
three times as much as any other State, in pro- 
portion to its people, of the income tax, and we 
do not expect a single officer. 

Mr. McBOUGALL. I think the system of 
direct taxation will be oppressive in certain sec- 
tions of the Union. I regret to meet with the 
necessity for direct taxation. So far as the tax 

| assessed upon California is concerned, her people 
will meet it, and meet it cheerfully. Our condi- 
tion on the Pacific coast is this: we have not a 
chance to embark in this controversy, as we would 
choose; we are too far distant. In voting for the 
tax, I wish to say that I regard it as a mere tem- 
porary expedient; that is, asa temporary means 
to maintain the war. I vote for it as a w ar meas- 
ure. We must use all the power we have to carry 
onthe war energetically. In looking over the list 
of assessments upon the various States, several 
of which I know, I have not seen that any assess- 
ment has been imposed which cannot be realized 
without any great burden on the people; and 
therefore, as a war necessity, | have made up my 
|| mind to stand by the measure. When it was 
| proposed at first to assess _ s directly, my no- 
tion was to oppose them all; but | think we must 
meet the burden, even if it were greater than it is. 
While 1 am opposed to the principle of direct 
taxation, which places upon Illinois, for instance, 
|| a tax equal to the taxation of Massachus tts, 
| where they have ten times the wealth, yet it is 
'| one of the systems of taxation, and we must raise 


t 
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I will vote for it. So 1 say of my 


the money. 
own State; we shall pay a larger tax in propor- 
tion to our we alth than many States. We are 


a new people; we have accumulated but little 
weal and the tax is assessed on us according 
to our representation and population. But these 
are not the times to talk about questions of that 
kind. Ithink that whatever means we have to 
furnish funds to the Government should be ap- 
plied. Therefore I submit to the bill as a matter 
of necessity. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I shall vote for the bill, 
notwithstanding I believe it will operate very hard 
on the people of the new States, where itis well 
known they have no morty; they are almost en- | 


tii; 


tirely destitute of it now. Since this condition of 
things has existed, it is still harder than it was 
but | am relieved somewhat from the em- 
barrassments which seemed to press upon me as | 
a revresentative of of the newest States of 
the Union, by the provision of this bill in rela- 
tion to anincome tax, which seems to bear harder 
on the older States than the new. As 1 said be- 
fore, | have advocated this war; | have been for 
it; | am for it now; and I will give every dollar 
of my ag that I can raise to carry it on. 

l have felt it necessary to make this statement, 
because my vote in relation to this matter might 
be misunderstood. Under other circumstances, 
and were it not for the provisions of this bill pro- | 
viding for an income tax, | should certainly vote 
against it. 

“Mr. KENNEDY. As gentlemen are explain- 
ine their votes, and many have put their votes on 
the ground that this is a war measure, and have 
said that they will vote for it only asa war meas- 
ure, | feel myself constrained to say that, asa | 


he fore: 


one 


war measure, I shall vote against it. 
my State does not desire war, believing that war 
is an end of this Union. 

Mr. CARLILE. I have not had an opportu- 
hity to examine this bill since it has been returned | 
to the Senate; but Lam instructed by my Legis- 
lature to vote to raise any amount of men and 
any amount of money that may be necessary to 
sustain the Administration in its effort to protect 
the Union against those who are engaged in a con- 
spiracy to overthrow the republican institutions 
under which we have been born and reared. 
shodld not myself vote for this bill in its present 
form, because my judgment does not approve of 
it. so far as I am able to understand it; but act- 
ing under instructions, I shall vote ‘* yea.”’ 

Mr. THOMSON. As it ts the fashion of the 
day for Senators to give the reasons for their 
votes, I will say that [ shall vote for this bill very 
cheerfully, and shall vote for it as a war meas- 
ure. I am in favor of puiting forth the whole 
power of this Government for the purpose of 
crushing out the rebellion that exists in the south- | 
ern States this day. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I wish to say, || 


before recording my vote, that I vote for this bill 
because | believe it to be necessary to sustain the 
credit of the Government. It is now involved | 
in a war brought upon it by conspirators, by | 
traitors, by a set of men that have c@mbined for 

the deliberate purpose of overthrowing and break- | 
ing up the Government, and changing its whole | 
character. As to the details of the bill, in cast- 


l am sure || 


|| batteries, and for other purposes; 


|| of arms, ordnance, and ordnance stores; 


ing my vote for it I shall not commit myself to || 


them; but I shall commit myself to the great prop- 
osition to sustain the Government Jn this crisis, 
and in this great emergency. I believe it neces- | 
sary to the preservation and existence of the Gov- 
ernment and its credit; and I shall therefore re- 
cord my vote for it, without being committed to 
its details or to any particular principle that may 
be involved in it; but I shall vote for it as a meas- 
ure to sustain the Government against an inva- 
sion, an unholy and unjust invasion, that is now 


| of our soldiers who have fallen in defense of the 


being made upon it, 


‘The question was taken on the report of the 
committee of conference by yeas and nays. 

Mr. LATHAM. I rise merely for the purpose | 
of saying that if my vote was necessary to carry | 
this bill or confirm the report of the conference 
committee, | would give it. IL would give it be- 
cause the dominant party of the country ask it, 
and because I would not hamper its judgment by 
my vote. It is unnecessary, however, for the 
bill has passed this body, and I therefore shall 
record my vote against it, because I disappreve 
of the features of this bill in numerous particu- || 


| already won, their graves are honored, and history invests | 


lars; and J think for the purposes of revenue it 
will be found wholly defective; and it will take, 
in my opinion, an army of a hundred thousand 
men to enforce and collect the revenue as laid 
down in the bill. I vote ** nay.” 

The result was announced—yeas 34, nays 
as follows: 


Q: 
79 


| of their example. 
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1 


August 2, 


tional LegisMtare expresses the sympathy of the nation ¢ 
their bereaved familics and friends, we commend to Agen 
erous people and the Army, which is now eager to r; new 
the contest with unyielding courage, the iinperishable honor 


r 


Mr. LATHAM. 


l ask that the resolution be 


| put on its passage. 


Y EAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Browning, Carlile, | 


Chandler, Clark,Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fes- 
senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, Howe, 
Johnson of Tennessee, King, Lane of Indiana, Me Dougall, 
Morrill, Rice, Sherman, Simmons, Sumner, ‘Ten Eyck, 
Thomson, ‘Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, Wilmot, and Wil- 
son—4. 


NAYS—Mesers. Breckinridge, Bright, Johnson of Mis 


| ate withoutamendment, ordered toa third readi 


souri, Kennedy, Latham, Polk, Powell, and Saulsbury—8. || 


So the report was concurred in, 


A message was afterwards received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Ernerinee, | 
its Clerk, announcing that the House had agreed 
to the report of the committee o€ conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill (H. R. No. 54) to provide increased revenue 
from imports, to pay interest on public debt, and | 
for other purposes. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move to print a thousand | 
extra copies of the revenue bill in the shape in | 
which it has been passed to-day. It is a measure | 

There will be many in- | 


of very general interest 
quries in regard to iMod if we can send printed || 


copies of the bill, it will supersede the necessity 
of answering a great many letters. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion | 


will go to the Committee on Printing. || 


Mr. BRIGHT. 


By unanimous consent, the || 


|| however, that while I had the consent of the con 


Senate can make the order. [** Agreed.’’] Two || 


thousand is named. 
make the motion. 

ry . 

The motion was agreed to by unanimous con- 
sent; and it was 


It will not be too many. I | 


Ordered, ‘That there be printed for the use of the Senate | 
two thousand copies of the bill (Ul. R. No, 54) entitled **‘ An | 
act to provide increased revenue from imports, to pay the 
interest on we public debt, and for other purposes, as the | 


MESSAGE FROM THE IOUSE. 


same has passed Congress. 1 
| 
1} 
| 
| 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Eruerines, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a joint resolution (No. 7) ex- 
pressing the sympathy of Congress with the 
bereaved families and friends of our soldiers who 
have fallen in defense of the Republic, in which 

| the concurrence of the Senate was requested. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message also announced that the Speaker 
_of the House had signed the following enrolled 
bills; which thereupon received the signature of 
the President pro tempore: 

A bill (S. No. 36) to provide for the construc- 

tion of one or more armored ships and floating 


A bill (S. No. 52) to provide for the purchase 


A bill CH. R. No. 59) for the relief of John C. 
McConnell; 

A bill (S. No. 61) to amend an act to prohibit 
the sale of spirituous liquors and intoxicating 
drinks in the District of Columbia in certain cases; 

A bill (H. R. No. 100) to suspend in part the | 
operation of an act entitled ‘‘An act relating to 
revenue cutters and steamers;’’ and 

A bill (No 3) providing for the better organiza- 
tion of the military establishment. 


| 
CONDOLENCE FOR THE FALLEN. | 





The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives (No. 7) expressing the sympathy of 
Congress with the bereaved families and friends 


tepublic, was read a first and second time by its 
utle. 

Mr. LATHAM. I ask that that be passed at 
once. It is not necessary to refer it. I think, 
after the Senate has heard it read, it will pass it 
at once. 

The joint resolution was read at length, as fol- 
lows: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
we ea¢knowledge the faithful services and loyal devotion 
of our soldiers who have fought and fallen in defending 
our flag and in vindicating the supremacy and majesty of 
the Republic. Whether successful, or compelled, by the 
overwhelming numbers of the enemy, to resign a victory 


their names with unfading renown. And while the na- | 


The joint resolution was considered as in Co m- 
mittee of the Whole. It was reported to thes 


read the third time, and passed. ™ 
NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Finance to report back the bill (H, 
R. No. 96) making further appropriations for the 
support of the naval service for the year ending 
June 30, 1862, and for other purposes. It is a bil 
of very few provisions; and I should like to haye 
it acted on at the present time. I wish to say, 
mittee to report the bill, there are some memby c 
of the committee who do not agrec to one provis. 
ion init, and did not wish to be bound by the 
report as members of the committee. 

There being no objection, the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes 
to appropriate $30,000 for the completion of the 
coal depot at Key West, Florida, and repairs of 
the wharf belonging to the same; $12,000 for the 
completion of the marine barracks at Charles. 
town, Massachusetts; $30,000 for the purchase 
of the right to manufacture and use Coston’s night 
signals; $300,000 for the purchase of ordnance for 
the use of the Navy. The bill also provides that 
the Secretary of the Navy may change the names 
of any vessels purchased for the use of the Navy 
Department by authority of law. : 

Mr. HALE. The Senate will perceive that 
every clause in this bill relates to naval affairs; 
and there isin it an appropriation for the purchase 
of Coston’s night signals, which is a matter that 


| pe@iliarly belongs to the consideration of the 





| 
| 


| for a year or two. 
| session, and there has been a good deal of deli\- 


Naval Committee,and which has been before them 
It has been before them this 


eration upon it. 1 think, as a matter of propriety, 
it should be submitted to their examination at the 
present time. I have no feeling upon the subject. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [hope it will not be sub- 
mitted to their examination, because it is entirely 
unnecessary to do so. I stated, when I reported 
the bill, that certain gentlemen were opposed to 
the clause referred to by the Senator, and would 
make their objections stg I alluded to the 
Senator from Ohio, who isa member of the Naval 
Committee, (Mr. Suerman.] It is hardly neces- 
sary to refer the bill to that committee. Ther 
are but half a dozen items in it, and they are 
easily understood. I supposed that the Naval 
Committee would state its views on the subject. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As to all the items in the 
bill except the one which has been alluded to, 
there is no controversy. I trust the Senate will 
strike thatout. It is anappropriation of $30,000 
to purchase a patent right. In my judgment, an 
appropriation of this kind ought never to be in- 
troduced ina general appropriation bill. | am 
informed that it was offered in the House of Rep- 
resentatives as an amendment from the Naval 
Committee of that House, and was not reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means. ‘Thus 
is not the proper place for it. 

I will further state that this matter was exam- 
ined thoroughly by the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs of the Senate, and I believe unanimously re- 
jected. It is deemed a very improper time to 
expend $30,000 for the purchase of a patent right. 
There is no difficulty in the Government buying 
these night signals and using them, like a person 
engaged in the merchant service. They can be 
bought, and the patent right in that way incident- 
ally paid for; but it seems to me this 1s no time 
to appropriate $30,000 for the purchase ofa patent 
right. I move therefore to strike out so much of 
the bill as relates to Coston’s night signals. 

Mr. HALE. I do not know how I shall vote 
on this motion; but I want the Senate to vote un- 
derstandingly on it. Whether it is a meritorious 
measure or not, it is a matter of some considera- 
ble consequence. It is the opinion of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, of Commodore Paulding, Com- 
modore Smith,and some other gentlemen who 
have high position in the naval service, that this 
thing, in the present situation of affairs, is almost 
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